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For The Sunday-School Times. 
THE WAITING SEED. 
BY M. B. SLEIGHT. 


A tiny seed, wind-borne from some far isle, 
Lodged in the crevice of a rocky cliff, 

Too deep for light or air to cleave the gloom; 

But while year after year storms beat above, 
Secure below the living germ lay hid, 

Until by rain and frost the rock was rent, 

And through the portals of its prison came, 
Swift-winged, the sunshine sweet and gentle dew, 
And warmed to life, the waiting seed burst forth 
With bloom that made the barren hill-side glad. 


Thus from our trembling lips, in doubt and fear 
Let fall, one tiny seed of heavenly truth 

Deep in some stony heart may lodge to-day, 

And long years hence, touched by the kindling rays 
Of Love divine, spring into sweetest life, 

And yield at last for God such fruitage fair, 

The angels up in heaven shall sing for joy. 
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“CLIMBING UP ZION’S HILL.” 


BY M. E, SANGSTER. 


LADY visiting last summer among 


the mountains of Delaware, was often | 


pleasantly awakened in the early morning 
by hearing a clear, sweet voice singing, 


“Tm trying to climb up Zion’s hill.” 


She had observed a little German boy about ; 


the house, who seemed to have a variety of 
employments: driving the cows to and 
from pasture, polishing knives, washing 
dishes, and running here and there, at 
everybody’s beck and call. Looking from 
her window one day she saw that Fritz 
was the little singer who enlivened her 
mornings. 

‘“You always seem so happy, my boy,’’ 
she said, one day. 

‘“‘T am happy,’ he said; ‘‘everybody is 
good to me; and I’ll see my mother again, 
soon.’’ 

A little conversation drew from him the 
simplestory of his life. His father had died 
_ long ago; he did not remember him; his 
mother worked in a neighboring town; he 
worked, too, for his board and clothes, and 
he expected by-and-bye, when he became 
aman, to take care of his mother. He was 
sure that Jesus loved him, and he loved 
to sing about Jesus. Somehow he could 
work faster when he thought that he was 


“Climbing, climbing up Zion’s hill.” 


The thought of Fritz, with his red cheeks 
‘and black eyes, his bare feet and little, 
rough hands poking so far out of his short- 
sleeved jacket, his sturdy way of working, 
and his cheery way of singing, has often 
come over me since I heard of him. No 
matter how tired he was when night came, 








he could find time to read a little in his 
Testament, and learn a verse of his Sun- 
day-school lesson. No matter how tired, 
he never complained or was cross. He was 
a real little soldier of the Sunday-school 
army, and, as all soldiers in that army will 
find, he had found, that much of the 
marching is climbing. 

It is such up-hill work, my friends, is it 
not—this walking heavenward through a 
world of sin? Our own infirmities, feeble- 
ness of body, aches and pains, besetting 
sins, temptations of every kind, so encum- 
ber us, that just as we seem to have reached 
some serene height, our feet slip, and down 
we goagain. ‘IT could get on well enough,”’ 
said poor Christian, ‘‘ but for this burden 
on my back.’’ The burdens that we must 
carry, the crosses that we must bear, make 
our progress slow and our climbing hard. 
If it is Zion’s hill we are climbing, and not 
some wretched hillock of our own, with a 
miserable Babel-tower on its top, we shall 
come out right at last. 
Fritz, let us climb, with a song on our lips 


and our eyes on Him who went on the’! 


sorrowful way, fainting beneath a heavier. heth day, by idle words and ribald jome. 


cross than any He bids us bear, and who 
died on Calvary’s mountain-top for us. 


The happiest Christians have their dis- ' 


couraged hours, when everything seems 
sad. It is a comfort, it is the only sure 
comfort in them, to remember that 
“More heavy was Thy burthen, 
More desolate Thy way, 
O Lamb of God, who takest 
The sin of the world away!”’ 
SiO OO” 
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Securing the Attention. 


T is impossible to teach successfully 
without gaining the attention of every 
scholar in the class. By some means, the 
teacher must get the eyes of every one in 
the circle fixed upon hisown. If one is 
wandering or abstracted, the rest will natu- 
rally follow his gaze, and the teacher might 
as well stop, or throw his lesson aside. 

In almost every case, the'fault of inatten- 
tion in scholars, is one for which the teacher 
is responsible. 
too little; he is above or below their com- 
prehension; he does not believe in them, 
and they know it, and resent by not listen- 
ing to him. 

Sometimes, however, the fault is neither 
with teacher nor learner. Who can be 
very attentive in an ill-ventilated room, 
where all the life-giving part of the air is 
soon exhausted, and the lungs are inhaling 
poison? Who can attend, at least who that 


De aN, ) 





Like manful little | 


He is talking too much, or ; 





is a boy, if he sits, as I saw two last Sun- 
day, on a bench without a back, his feet 
not touching the floor, and just in front of 
him a window,—on the other side of the 
window a fence, and on the fence, four 
solemn cats, parading up and down? Such 
circumstances are very unfavorable for the 
promotion of good order, or its twin sister, 
attention. TEACHER. 





—_ 
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AWKWARD JOE CRAWFORD. 


BY MABEL, 


WRITER in a recent number of The 
Sunday-School Times spoke of the 
‘intense magnetism of love.’’ I want to 
tell a story about this same love, and the 
work which it wrought in one poor, faith- 
ful heart. 

We had been urging the children in our 
mission-school to bring in new recruits from 
among the scores of idle boys and girls who 
were lounging about every street corner, and 
profaning the sweet calm of the holy Sab- 


True, the seats in our little school-room 
were crowded already, but our very hearts 
were sore and sad for the wickedness which 
we daily saw and heard, as we passed to 
and fro in the village street. 

There was one boy, Joe Crawford,—not 
of the class named above,—whom I think 
none of us had ever strongly urged to join 
our ranks, even though he was hired to take 
eare of the rude little building where we 
were wont to meet, and so was personally 
known to every member of the school. It 
seems strange now to think how long he 
came and went in our midst, and received 
nothing more than the passing crumb of an 
invitation, in the carelessly spoken, 

** Joe, you ought to join one of our classes 
here. Don’t you think so?” 

He was a great, awkward fellow, with 
the stature of a man, and the intellect, I 
had almost said, of a child. But there was 
nothing childlike about him, after all; no 
eager questioning, no bright and weird 
imagination running before the speech of 
elder people—only a dull, dumb, beaten 
look in the unobservant eyes; a low fore- 
head, shaded by masses of rough, dark hair; 
coarse, heavy features, and a freckled, sun- 
burned skin. That was ‘‘ Awkward Joe 
Crawford.” But for him the Saviour died. 
He went about with his heavy, monotonous 
tread, swept the little school-room, arranged 
the benehes, cared for the fire, and was as 
faithful as the days were long. But there 
was no class in which he would seem to fit, 
Cee 
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and so none of us took him by the hand and 
led him in. Nobody save little Jamie 
Stearns did that. When we asked for new 
recruits, Jamie brought this one into his 
class. Not without difficulty, I should 
think. He ushered him into the seat, and 
sat down on the outside, a little jealously, 
as though he feared his hard won prize 
wouldescapehim. ButJoe had no thought 
of running away, even though the boys on 
every side, and especially in one class where 
the teacher was late, were much disposed 
to mock at his appearance. 

‘* Jamie made me come, Mr, Eaton,’ he 
said humbly, as if in apology, when the 
teacher greeted him kindly. ‘I didn’t 
mean to, sir—Jamie made me.”’ 

The pitiful tone and words went straight 
to Mr. Eaton’s heart, and he labored hard 
that day to shed a little of the light and 
love of Christ into this poor, darkened soul. 
When theclass separated he bade Joe ‘‘ come 
again,’’? and yet was by no means surprised 
to find the seat vacant on the following 
Sabbath. Norwas Joe anywhere to be seen 
about the building. As he must have been 
there to unlock the doors, the natural in- 
ference was that he had gone away to escape 
being drawn into the school. Mr. Eaton 
purposed going to seek him during the 
week, but he was very busy, and the days 
went by, and another Sabbath came, and 
still Joe was nowhere to be seen. The im- 
pression which his solitary day’s attend- 
ance had made was by this time somewhat 
worn off, and so a full month went by and 
no note was taken of his absence. Then 
suddenly one day he came. 

It was late; the school services had al- 
ready begun, and in the little hush that 
followed after the prayer, Joe walked hea- 
vily up the aisle, heedless of all curious 
glances, and came straight to the seat he 
had formerly occupied. He looked more 
forlorn than ever. His eyes were sunken, 
and there were dark rings under them, such 
as come from watching by a sick bed. And 
again, with that weary, pitiful tone, he 
made his apology. 

‘*T shouldn’t have come, sir, only for 
Tom.”’ 

‘*Tom ?’’? said Mr. Eaton, inquiringly, 
and then alittle fellow close to his elbow 
whispered, 

‘* That’s his brother. 
@ year ago.”’ 

I don’t know if Joe heard the explanation 
or knew thatit was needed. He drew forth 
a little card, worn and soiled, and with a 
passage of Scripture printed upon it: 

‘* Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk- 
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. 

‘* And such were some of you, but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
by the Spirit of our God.”’ 

**T picked it up once when I was sweep- 
ing,’’ said Joe, ‘‘andTom has studied over 
it many aday. For he says the first of it 
was meant for him, but he wants to know 
more about the last verse. Indeed I 
shouldn’t have come, sir, only for that, and 
you were so good to me before.” 


He got hurt more’n 





There had come a little light and eager- 
ness into thedull eyes, but it all faded away 
when Joe was done speaking, and the old 
hopeless look settled down like a cloud. It 
was a cloud which no explanation, or ques- 
tion, or word of Mr. Eaton’s could clear 
away. 

‘*T try,” said the poor boy, ‘‘and I love 
to hear you tell it; but I can’t remember to 
tellitagain. IfTom could only come him- 
self! O,sir, he does learn beautiful easy !”’ 

When the lesson was over, Mr. Eaton 
laid a detaining hand on Joe’s shoulder. 

“Take meto Tom,’’ he said. 

In the dingiest lane of the village, up 
three narrow flights of stairs, into a low, 
miserable attic—was where Joe led his 
teacher, and there was Tom. Those four 
walls had shut him in for a whole year. 
The only window was high up in the roof | 
beyond his reach, and even if he had gain- 
ed it, he could have seen only the red brick 
walls of the factory rising higher still. 

Mr. Eaton knelt down by the miserable 
bed, and took the wasted hand in his, and 
looked into the hollow eyes with sore dis- 
may and anguish of heart to think how 
short was the time wherein to teach ‘‘ the 
way, the truth, and the life,’’ to this hun- 
gering and thirsty soul. And the soul was 
indeed hungry and sore athirst. The plea- 
sant things, the little sick room comforts 
which thereafter the faithful friend brought 
day by day, as with patient foot he toiled 
up the narrow stairs, were pushed aside 
with nervous, feverish hands. 

‘‘Thank you!’ said poor Tom. “T’ll 
look at them when you’re gone, but tell me 
now—tell me now about Jesus! O, sir, I 
am going so soon! Shall I never find the 
way ??? 

Over and over again was repeated ‘‘ the 
old, old story”’ of the cross. Tom listened 
and drank itin, and I think some echoes 
of its tender meaning may have reached 
another heart, a heart that throbbed with 
dull and heavy pain, as Joe held his cease- 
less vigil of love ‘‘ faithful unto death.”’ 

At last Tom saw the blessed ‘‘ way.’’ The 
shadow of haunting fear went away from 
the white, worn features, and left them 
calm and peaceful. But another shadow 
drew on apace. Other eyes than Mr. Ea- 
ton’s recognized its veiling folds—another 
heart shuddered at its icy chill. Poor Joe 
flung himself upon the bed with a passion- 
ate cry of yearning love and despair. 

‘‘O Tom! Tom! Tom!’ 

Then over the calm face swept one last 
wave of earthly care and trouble. The 
dying eyes sought Mr. Eaton’s with a 
prayer in their depths which the stiffening 
lips refused to utter. The prayer was an- 
swered ; 

‘¢ He shall be my care—do not fear!”’ 

Mr. Eaton kept his word—not without 
many discouragements, many anxious 
hours. There was one only hold to be ob- 
tained upon the darkened mind—the hope- 
less, heavy heart. That was through the 
power of this same ‘‘ intense magnetism of 
love.’”? Mr. Eaton labored for it, prayed 
for it, won and held it. 





You would hardly recognize the Awk- 


ward Joe Crawford of old times in the neat, 
quiet lad who now regularly takes his place 
in the little mission-school room Sabbath 
after Sabbath, whose voice always joins in 
the singing, and sometimes is heard rising 
in brief and simple prayer in the Saturday 
evening meetings connected with the 
school. 

The one human love which was bestowed 
upon him, the love of his brother Tom, won 
him into the Sunday-school. And the 
matchless love of Christ, shed abroad in and 
acting through one tender, faithful teacher’s 
heart, wrought all the rest. 

‘’ Whosoever loveth not knoweth not 
God, for God is love.’’ 

Andover, Mass. 
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AFTER MANY DAYS. 


RECEIVED a letter from a dear friend, 

who was teaching in a reform school. 

‘Oh, it is so discouraging,’’ she wrote, 
“You cannot imagine how debased they 
seem, how almost entirely callous to every 
good influence. It seems as though the 
ground is all stones, and no seed can ever 
find a lodging place. Iam disheartened as 
the months pass on, and no fruit appears, 
Sometimes my faith wavers. I cannot stay 
here much longer, it is so wearing to mind 
and body. Pray for me that my faith fail 
not, and that these poor boys may learn of 
Jesus.” 

Another year passed on. My friend over- 
burdened and weary left the school. I 
heard nothing of the results of her faithful 
labors there. I feared she would never 
know in this world that her prayers and 
mine for those reckless boys had been an- 
swered. 

To-day, I took up a paper and read with 
joy, ‘‘There isa great revival in —— Reform 
school. Nearly all the boys are interested, 
and many have become Christians.’’ As 
I read these cheering words again, I be- 
lieved, ‘‘ they that sow in tears shall reap 
in joy.’’ 

Sabbath-school teacher, here is a sweet 
lesson for you. Though youseeno fruit to- 
day, let not your faith waver. Jesus hears 
and he will answer in his own good time. 
His time is the best though it be after many 
days. M. R. 5. 

Sa. ee 
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WASTED. 


i gene is scarcely a sadder feeling toa 
thoughtful mind, than that an oppor- 
tunity has been lost, a season wasted that 
might have been used for good. For no- 
thing is so utterly beyond recovery as mis- 
spent time. The golden moment flown 
with its record can never return, and it 
is lost, dropped ferever out of the sum that 
composes life. 

“Do you Christians really mean what 
you profess?” said one, in the hearing of 
his mother and other Christian friends. 
‘‘ Because,’’? he eontinued, “if you do, I 
can’t understand your being so easy, while 
thousands ate dying near you every day.” 
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So easy! No doubt that is the impression 
made upon many an unconverted person 
by the apparent carelessness of his religious 
friends. And it‘is no wonder, when we 
remember how many precious moments we 
waste, in which we might have been sow- 
ing seed for eternity. 

There is no need that we should rudely 
and intrusively break upon the personality 
of others, by ill-timed questioning cr ad- 
vice. The greatest delicacy, as well as the 
sincerest plainness is necessary, where souls 
are concerned. To teachers, however, a 
noble opportunity is constantly given. 
Their scholars expect from them close 
questioning. They are looking for it. Of- 
ten they are disappointed that no word 
about personal religion comes to them from 
their teacher. And no matter what is 
taught, or what is done, if the great end be 
not the bringing of the soul into right rela- 
tions with God, the time is wasted. 

Let us aim high. Let us not be satisfied 
with less than this, that every child under 
our care, be brought to the loving Saviour. 

Norfolk, Va. M. 


a 


PRIVILEGES OF THE SABBATH. 


HE Sabbath is a day when you may sit 
down to the Bible without fear of dis- 
turbance. It is the day when, with our 
sinless progenitors, you may make the tour 
of Paradise, and listen to the anthems of a 
newly created world. Itis the day when, 
according to your various mood, you may 
mourn with Abraham at Macpelah, or me- 
ditate with Isaac in the fields of Mamre, or 
go down to Egypt to view Joseph in all his 
glory. It is the day when you may bid 
Jacob’s star twinkle anew, and Zachariah’s 
fountain flow amain. It is the day when 
you may fill your ear with draughts of me- 
lody from David’s sounding lyre, or let 
your spirit ride aloft on Ezekiel’s flying 
wheels, Itis the day when you may take 
a pleasant walk to Bethany or Emmaus, or, 
a fourth disciple, ascend Tabor with Peter, 
and James, and John. It is theday when, 
with Mary, you may clasp that cross which 
quivers no longer, and look up to those pale 
and painless lips which need never repeat, 
“It is finished,’’ and gaze on that counte- 
nance, in death so divine, and beneath its 
thorny crown so blissful and benign, till it 
says to you, ‘‘ Be of good cheer, thy sins are 
forgiven.’? Itis the day when, in the upper 
ehamber, you may listen to a sermon of 
Paul, or, a pilgrim to Patmos along with 
the beloved disciple, see Jesus again. And 
it is the day for prayer—Sabbath itself one 
eloset, and your quiet chamber another— 
a closet within a closet, when you may 
surely shut out the world, and get very near 
to God; the day for looking back, for con- 
fession, for eyeing the Lamb that was slain; 
the day for looking forward, for self-dedi- 
cation, for holy resolutions, for obedience 
begun anew. And it is the day for public 
worship, when the glad bells say, ‘‘Go ye 
unto the houseof the Lord,” and the willing 
worshipper answers, ‘‘ Thy face, Lord, will 
Iseek.’”? And it is the day for Christian 
converse; when, coming from the house of 











God in company, pious friends take coun- 
sel one with another; and when under the 
quiet roof they read, or go over the sermons, 
or commune together. And it is the day 
for family instruction, when the hymns are 
said, and the chapters read, and the truth 
in Jesus expounded; and when the father 
affectionately strives to leave the lessons of 
heavenly wisdom imbedded in filial love. 
It is the day for the Sabbath-school, the 
prayer-meeting, and the visit of mercy. It 
is the day when, so that you do not exhaust 
yourself or overtask others, you may give 
every moment to the one thing needful; 
the day which is best employed, when the 
soul gets all, and heaven gets all, and God 
gets all.—Dr. James Hamilton. 


or eo 2 
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CHRISTIAN COMPOSURE. 


} ope great” flood in the East last fall 

caused immense destruction of pro- 
perty, and brought great distress to many 
hearts. I have heard recently of the fol- 
lowing interesting case of Christian compo- 
sure amidst surrounding danger and de- 
solation. In a house situated near a certain 
stream a man layin a dying condition. 
The waters were rising higher and higher, 
and the current of the stream, growing 
stronger and stronger, threatened to sweep 
everything before it. Presently a vast 
medley of things movable began to be 
borne along on the bosom of the flood. 
Haystacks and even houses were carried 
down the stream. A strong bridge near by 
was removed as easily as if it had beena 
mere foot-log. The waters crept up nearer 
and nearer to the dying man’s abode, and 
soon the house, entirely surrounded by the 
flood, was in great danger of being destroy- 
ed, for its foundations were slipping away. 
Fully aware of his situation in all respects, 
conscious of the near approach of death, 
and informed with regard to the insecurity 
of his present habitation, the helpless man 
was resting peacefully on his bed, calmly 
awaiting his end in whatever way it might 
come. In him was illustrated that precious 
declaration of the divine Word: ‘‘ Great 
peace have they which love thy law: and 
nothing shall offend them.” 

Blessed indeed are they whose spiritual 
house, founded on the Rock of ages, cannot 
be shaken by any winds, nor washed away 
by any floods; who, amidst earth’s destruc- 
tions, having that faith which is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen, look for a city which hath 
foundations, whose Builder and Maker is 
Ged. Well may the believer, having the 
eternal God for his refuge, and having un- 
derneath him the everlasting arms, feel 
safe and serene anywhere and under any 
circumstances! J. F. H. 


ae ti 


A PREciIous INVITATION.—A _ superin- 
tendent in addressing his Sabbath-school, 
said; 

‘‘Were I to inquire of you the way to the 
next town, you would, no doubt, be able to 
tell me. But should I inquire of you the 





way to heaven, what answer would you 
give me?”’ 

He paused, when a litile girl, having 
climbed upon the bench, said: 

‘* Jesus Christ, sir, is the way.” 

Dear child, she had learned the way. 
Christ invites all, even the children, to 
come to him and be saved. 


><> 
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 
HE cross of Christ is the sweetest bur- 
den that ever I bore; it is such a bur- 
den as wings are to a bird, or as sails toa 
ship to carry me forward to my desired 
haven. 

Those who by faith see the invisible God 
and the fair city, make no account of pre- 
sent losses and crosses. 

Truly, it is a glorious thing to follow the 
Lamb; it is the highway to glory; but 
when you see him in his own country at 
home, you will think you never saw him 
before. 

More than Christ I can neither wish, nor 
pray, nor desire for you. I am sure that 
the saints are at best but strangers to the 
weight and worth of the incomparable ex- 
cellence of Christ. We know not the half 
of what we love when we love him. 

That Christ and the sinner should be one, 
and should share heaven between them, is 
the wonder of salvation ; what more could 
love do? 

I find that when saints are under trials 
and well humbled, little sins raise great 
cries in the conscience; but in prosperity, 
conscience is a pope that gives dispensa- 
tions and a great latitude to our hearts. 
The cross, therefore, is as needful as the 
crown will be glorious.—Rutherford’s Let- 
ters. 


a ee 

A GREAT SAVIOUR NEEDED.—It is said 
that once in a company of literary gentle- 
men, Mr. Webster was asked if he could 
comprehend how Jesus Christ could be both 
Godand man. ‘No, sir;” hereplied, and: d- 
ded, ‘‘I should be ashamed to acknowledge 
him as my Saviour if I could comprehend 
him. IfIcould comprehend him he could be 
no greater than myself. Such ismy sense cf 
sin and consciousness of my inability to 
save myself, that I feel I need a superhu- 
man Saviour, one so great and glorious that’ 
I cannot comprehend him.”’ 

Woman's FAirHFruLNess.—It has been 
beautifully and truly said, that if Chris- 
tianity were compelled to flee from the 
mansions of the great, the academies of the 
philosophers, the halls of legislators, the 
throng of busy men, we,should find her 
last retreat with woman at the fireside. 
Her last audience would be the children 
gathered around the mother’s knee; the 
last sacrifice, the secret prayer, escaping in 
silence from her lips, and heard only at the 
throne of God. 


—_—_————_+ oe —- 

SING as rou Go.—‘' How shall I be use- 
ful?’ asked one. ‘‘Sing as you go,’’ was 
the reply. ‘‘ Let men see you with a ge- 
nuine smile upon your face, coming up 
from a happy heart, as you go in and out.’’ 
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Publishers’ Aotices. 





Please consult this column every week. 





The Sabbath-School Index.—Many of our 
readers enjoyed a personal acquaintance with 
R. G. Pardee, the author of that valuable book 
for superintendents and teachers, ‘‘ The Sab- 
bath-School Index,” but no one who has not 
perused the volume can form a proper esti- 
mate of its real worth to all earnest Sunday- 
school workers. The pointed and practical 
hints given on almost every topic connected 
with the management of schools has secured 
for the book voluntary commendations from 
all directions, and we do not believe there is 
any one engaged in the religious instruction 
of the young who would not be greatly profited 
by the admirable suggestions it contains. Since 
the decease of its lamented author, we have 
added to the volume an accurate portrait and 
biographical sketch of his useful life. Price 
$1.25, on receipt of which copies of the book 
will be sent by mail. 

Conventions and Institutes.—We shall be 
pleased to hear from all who contemplate hold- 
ing Sunday-school Conventions or Institutes 
during the present season. We have sugges- 
tions to offer which it is thought will be of in- 
terest to every such gathering. Do not defer 
writing until plans for the conduct of the meet- 
ing are settled, but send us word just as soon 
as it has been decided to issue a call. 

New Descriptive Catalogue.—Schools in- 
tending to purchase new library hooks will be 
supplied with our catalogue, and put in the 
way of getting the very best publications in 
the market, on favorable terms. Correspon- 
dence or personal interview cordially solicited. 


SEQUEL 


FRIDAY LOWE.* 


By Mrs. CAROLINE E. KELLY DAVIS, 
Author of ‘‘ Arthur Merton,” ‘‘ John 
Brett’s Household,” &c., &c. 














CHAPTER XVII. 


RS. BURNS, Miss Robbins, and the phy- 

- sician who had been summoned were 
standing beside Augusta’s couch, anxiously 
watching every movement, when Elfrida en- 
tered theroom. The sick girl’s ear caught the 
sound of her step before she opened the door, 
and her large black eyes turned eagerly to- 
wards it. 

‘<I thought you would come,’ she cried, 
holding out her hand. ‘I wanted you to 
smooth my hair and kiss me just as you did 
the other time. Ido really believe I’m going 
my journey at last, and that is the reason I 
kept calling for you. They thought I didn’t 
know what I said, but I did. I’m going to tell 
you a secret if you will put your head close 
down to my lips.” 

Elfrida did as requested, and in a whisper, 
ioud enough to be heard by all in the room, 
Augusta said, ‘* My mother hasn’t been to see 
me for more than two weeks, not into this 
room, though I’m her own daughter! She 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, } 





doesn’t like me. I suppose it is because I’m 
such a humpy looking girl,—all out of shape, 
you know,—and she is so handsome, so very 
handsome! ButIlove her. I think she will 
love me in heaven, don’t you? But I want to 
kiss her before I start on my journey, if she 
is willing. Do yousuppose she would let me?”’ 

“Oh, yes, indeed!’ cried Elfrida, unhesita- 
tingly. 7 

“T’m not so sure of that,’’ said Augusta, 
pressing her hands tightly over her temples, 
“but perhaps she would. Will you ask her?” 

‘*-Yes, when she comes home. She has gone 
out this evening.”’ 

“‘T have sent for her,’’ said Mrs. Burns, in 
an undertone. ‘Augustais very sick, but she 
may get over it. I have seen her nearly as 
bad before,”’ 

The physician shook his head gravely but 
Augusta only smiled. 

“T think I’m going to be happy,” she gasped. 
‘*T shall see the King in his glory, my Saviour 
and my Lord!’ A paroxysm of pain checked 
her words, and was followed by a convulsion 
fit, during which Elfrida, quite unable to en- 
dure the sight, retired to the dressing room, 
with Miss Robbins. 

* Poor girl !’ said that lady, ‘‘ what a suffer- 
ing life hersjhas been; from the cradle to the 
grave, just one unbroken succession of pain. 
I don’t wonder that she looks forward to death 
with pleasure, for she will, at least, be free 
from the body, with all its misery.” 

**She will be happy,’ said Elfrida, eagerly. 
“One could almost be willing to exchange 
places with her, for the sake of being rid of the 
temptation to sin.”’ 

Miss Robbins shook her head, anda shudder 
passed over her frame. 


‘*Tt is dark enough here,’ she said, ‘‘ dark 
enough, but the hereafter is black as midnight! 
If I were even more miserable and lonely than 
I am now, I could not be willing to exchange 
places with Augusta. Whither is she going, 
Miss Lowe ?”’ 

‘* Home,” answered Elfrida, quickly, ‘‘ home 
to Jesus. Don’t you believe that, Miss Rob- 
bins ?”’ 

‘“* My belief doesn’t affectthe truth. If there 
is a God, if there is a heaven, if Jesus is what 
you claim, if the soul is immortal, then surely 
Augusta will be happy ; but what proof have 
I that these things are true ?”’ 

‘“Why, you have the Bible,’ cried Elfrida, 
‘and the truth is written there.” 

Miss Robbins smiled that melancholy smile 
which seemed scarcely less sad than tears, and 
went softly to the door of the sick room, re- 
turning to Elfrida in a moment. 

‘*She is recovering somewhat, poor girl! but 
her face has the hue of death. So you found 
your faith in the unseen, and the future, on 
the Bible?” 

‘“Yes, indeed, and on nothing else. It is 
God’s word, and it must be true. Why, Miss 
Robbins, don’t you believe that ?”’ 


‘““You would be shocked did you know he®w 
little I believe,’’ was the grave reply to this 
question. ‘‘I think I live by sight and not at 
all by faith. But let us return to Augusta, I 
am sure I heard her speak your name just 
now, and I think Mrs. Thornton is on the 
stairs. You andI must not discuss theology, 
Miss Lowe,” she added, hesitatingly. ‘‘We 
have been trained in different schools, but I 
would not, if I could, disturb your faith, and if 
you would you cannot unsettie in me the con- 
victions which have been strengthening for 
years.” 





Slowly and sadly Elfrida returned to the 
sick chamber, wondering no longer at the sad- 
ness, the almost hopelessness that marked 
Miss Robbins’s demeanor, and longing to speak 
some word that should lead her to the Saviour, 
in whom she now saw nothing fair or diving, 


As she crossed the threshold, Mrs. Thornton 
entered the room at the opposite door. She 
was white with terror, and tottered feebly 
across the floor, averting her eyes from the 
bed, until she stood close beside it, and could 
no longer avoid the beseeching gaze of her 
unfortunate child. 

‘*Mother, dear, [love you! Won’t you kisg 
me good-bye, before I go on my journey ?” 

“Oh, Gussie, you aren’t going to die,” said 
Mrs. Thornton. ‘“ You will get over this,” 
But she stooped and kissed the pleading lips, 
with a shiver of fear. 

“Thank you, dear,” said Augusta, smiling, 
“‘ That was almost like the kisses that my mo- 
ther gives mein my dreams. Do you know 
what a long, long while it is since you kissed 
me before, mother ?’”’ 

Mrs. Thornton shook her head. 

“It is six whole weeks! I thought you 
didn’t love me even the least little bit. If I 
had a daughter I should kiss her a thousand 
times aday, believe. Butthen I don’t blame 
you, mother, for you are very handsome, and 
straight, and tall, and I have always been ugly, 
and crooked, and of course you couldn’t love 
me much. But I want to tell you something 
that will please you. In a little while, a very 
little while, I shall not be crooked or ugly any 
more. Isn’t that nice, mother? Oh, it is bee 
ter than nice; it is glorious! I shall be a 
spirit, white and pure, and if God will give me 
leave, I will watch over you all the time!” 

*““Oh, don’t! don’t!’ fairly shrieked the 
terror-stricken woman, sinking on her knees 
beside the bed, and hiding her face in the quilt, 


““T thought you would like it, mother, if I 
were beautiful and fair,’’ said Augusta, pa- 
thetically, ‘‘ but if you don’t want me, I won’t 
ask God to let me be near you. Oh, Mra. 
Burns,’’ and the poor girl turned her gaze 
upon her faithful nurse. ‘‘Only think, she 
will never love me, and yet she is my own 
mother !”’ 

“Jesus loves you, dear lamb!’ said Mrs. 
Burns, smoothing the damp locks from her 
brow, and kissing it tenderly. ‘‘ He will shel- 
ter you in his kind arms until this storm is 
overpast. You are almost there, so cheer up, 
poor heart!” 

**- You don’t think she is going to die?’”’ gasp- 
ed Mrs. Thornton, lifting her face from the 
bed-clothes and casting a helpless look of terror 
from one to another of the group of watchers. 
‘* Why don’t you do something for her, Doe- 
tor? I am sure she has been quite as ill as 
this, many atime. Haven’t you, Augusta?” 

“Oh, no, mother, dear. You don’t. know 
how bad my head is! and I am so faint that it 
hurts me to talk. But, mother, if you will 
promise me one thing, now that I am going 
away, it will make me very happy. I shall 
not trouble you any more, or teaze you about 
things that vex you, as I've done so often, 
because I am going on my journey, you know, 
and God will give me all thatI want. O! how 
happy I shall be. Will you promise me, mo- 
ther? It issomething you can doif you will.” 

**O, child, what is it? Don’t make me pro- 
mise until I knuw what you would have,’’ and 
Mrs. Thornton clasped her hands over the 
coverlid, and bowed her head upon them, 
afraid to meet the piercing eyes of the daugh- 
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ter whom she had so long neglected. “ Ifitis 
anything that will make you better, you shall 
have it, whatever the cost ; only let me know.” 

“T never shall be any better so long as I stay 
here,’ said Augusta, ‘‘and I have all that I 
need. You have always been so kind, dear 
mother, about letting me have everything I 
wanted to make my room pretty. I often 
think how many poor girls, just as sick as I 
have been, are without anything pleasant 
about them. I wishsome poor sick girl might 
have my plants, and birds, and little dolls, and 
beads. Perhaps Mrs. Burns knows somebody 
that would like them. If you were willing, I 
should like to have all my things given away 
to poor girls. You won’t want to see them 
around the house, for they’ll only remind you 
of your poor Gussie.”’ 

“Tt shall be as you say, my child,’’ and Mrs. 
Thornton gave a sigh of relief, which was 
speedily checked, as Augusta went on eagerly: 

“But it wasn’t that I wanted you to promise 
me, mother, dear. Thatis only a little thing, 
and I was almost sure you’d be willing to let 
it be as I wished. I want you to promise that 
you will give your heart to the dear Saviour. 
Will you do that, mother ?”’ 

“T cannot promise, Augusta,’ 
smothered tones from the coverlid. 

“Can’t you promise to try ?” 

“Yes, I can try, but you ought not to ask 
such a thing as that of me, when you know I 
ean’t say no to you.”’ 

“Tfyou only will be a Christian, mother, I 
am sure that I shall see you again in heaven, 
and you will see me, for I know I am going 
there to be with Jesus. Do come!’ 

As she uttered these words another convul- 
sion seized her wasted frame, and with a shriek 
of terror Mrs. Thornton sprang to her feet and 
fled from the room. 

All night Mrs. Burns, Miss Robbins, and El- 
frida watched by the bedside of the dying girl. 
Few words were spoken, and those few in sub- 
dued whispers, as the solemn hours moved 
slowly on, but each was busy with her own 
thoughts, such thoughts as come only to the 
watcher by the bed of death, when the veil 
that separates the visible from the invisible,— 
the world of sense from the world of spirit,— 
seems lifting; when the stirring of angels’ 
wings, the music of heavenly choirs, the 
gleaming of the turrets of the celestial city are 
realities and not the dreams of the imagina- 
tion. 

When the grey light of dawn crept in at the 
pleasant bay window, it fell upon an empty 
casket; only the crooked, misshapen casket, 
from which the purified soul of Augusta Ray- 
mond had winged its triumphant flight to the 
bosom of Christ, to the rest which remaineth 
to the people of God. 

“Dear, happy lamb! how peaceful she 
looks,” said Mrs. Burns, reverently closing 
the waxen lids over eyes that would ‘never 
Weep again. ‘She has had her little time of 

ain and tribulation, but her eternity of joy 
has just begun.” 

Then, in asweet but failing voice, she sang: 

“When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, 
Than when we first begun.” 

While she was singing, Miss Robbins stole 
noiselessly out of the room, but Elfrida re- 
mained still sitting on a low chair at the foot of 
the bed, where she had sat more than half the 
long night. Her face was buried in her hands, 
and tears were trickling fast from between 
her fingers, 


came in 








“Dear child,’’ said Mrs. Burns, coming to 
her, and laying her hand gently on the bowed 
head, ‘‘ these tears are not for the blessed one 
that has just left us,surely ? We can feel only 
joy forher. What is it troubles you?” 

“Nothing but my sins,’’ answered Elfrida, 
sobbing. ‘*I am glad for Augusta, for she will 
never have another evil thought, but I—O! I 
am so wicked, that it seems as though God 
cannot forgiveme. Do you think hecan ?” and 
she looked earnestly up into the motherly face 
that bent over her. 

Forgive! Did he ever cast a poor, sorrow- 
ing sinner away? Did he ever speak harshly 
to the returning prodigal? O, Miss Lowe, 
you have his word for it, that he will save 
unto the uttermost all that come to him in the 
name of Christ. ‘‘Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.’ What do you want more?”’ 

‘Nothing,’ answered Elfrida, grasping at 
the precious promises. ‘I know that God is 
merciful, but you cannot guess how wicked I 
have been. My whole life from childhood up 
has been full of sin,.but since I came here I 
have been going wrong all the time, @@til Sa- 
tan has tempted me to doubt God’s willingness 
to forgive and help me. It is very hard to be 
a Christian here!’’ she added, with a deep sigh. 

“*T can easily believe that, dear,’’ said Mrs. 
Burns. ‘The tide sets just the other way in 
this house, but the greater the need the more 
abundant the grace. I was afraid your po@r 
little feet would get tangled in the nets, for 
young péople are fond of merry makings and 
gaiety, and they don’t stop to consider whether 
they are what the dear Lord would join in if 
he were here, until they find themselves, as 
you have done, far away from him, and almost 
in the clutches of Giant Despair. But, my 
child, you must go to bed. You look quite 
worn out, and unless you are careful you will 
be ill.” 

“How can I sleep, Mrs. Burns, with this 
load on my heart?’ asked Elfrida, rising from 
her seat. 

“Tf I understand my Bible,’’ answered the 
good woman, “ Christ bears our sins and car- 
ries our sorrows. He doesn’t ask us to carry 
our own loid—we are only to follow him, and 
trust him, and he will guide us safely. Don’t 
ask him to take your burdens, and then try to 
carry them yourself, just as though you didn’t 
believe he was able to do it.”’ 

This counsel gave Elfrida some consolation, 
and as she went slowly to her chamber, she 
said, softly, ‘‘ Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief.’’ 

_—— OH 2 oO 

THE EYE OF THE ASTRONOMER.—The 
following incident is related of the late 
General O. M. Mitchell: While making 
some astronomical observations with a 
powerful telescope, he one evening brought 
into his vision some fine fruit trees, full 
seven miles from where his instrument 
was placed. In looking through his tele- 
scope he saw with perfect clearness some 
boys approach the trees, make-their dispo- 
sitions, and then proceed to steal the fruit 
—the professor watching every movement, 
and seeing each one of the actors with per- 
fect distinctness. Mitchell used to tell this 
anecdote with much feeling, saying that 
while he watched the little thieves, who 
supposed they were unobserved, the words 
kept ringing in his ears, ‘Thou, God, seest 
me. 
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TEACH THE LITTLE ONES TO SING. 


| bee all properly conducted schools where 

the infant-class has an individuality of 
its own, and appropriate room and place for 
its indulgence, singing is to a great degree 
one of the means relied upon, not only for 
interesting the children and giving needed 
variety, but also through the medium of 
committed words, of storing the child-mind 
with precious truth. 

Far too many schools, however, are im- 
perfectly organized, and are, for want of 
room and for other reasons, unable to give 
to separate departments the facilities needed 
for most effective action. Undue quietness 
is necessarily enjoined upon the little ones 
lest surrounding classes be disturbed, and 
the cheerful, frequent words of song are 
thus unavoidably interdicted. Having to 
labor under such disadvantages, however, 
as some do, let the little ones at least be 
taught the general hymns of the school. 
We know a young lady who, having the 
little ones of the school under her charge, 
under such circumstances, has been in the 
habit of gathering them during the week, 
either at the church or at her own house, 
and carefully teaching them the hymns 
selected to be sung the following Sabbath. 
The effort has been eminently successful, 
and the choruses at least have gained great 
unction and sweetness from the animated 
tones of the little ones, who now feel that 
the exercise is their own, and have propor- 
tionate interest in it. We know a little 
boy, three years of age, whose singing we 
are tempted to designate a means of grace 
to all who hear him. Those who have never 
entered the Sabbath-school have listened 
with tearful eyes, as before saying his eve- . 
ning prayer he has sat folded in his mo- 
ther’s arms and sung hymn after hymn, 
with rare sweetness of voice and extreme 
distinctness of articulation. Vital truths, 
couched in the simple language of Sunday- 
school verses, have come home to the 
heart through this sweet medium as never 
before. Many a morning have we greeted 
the light with some waif from this child’s 
song-store floating in our mind, and the 
truth that it embodied has seemed to be 
endowed with new force, given again, 
through the vivid power of memory, so - 
trustingly from the sinless lips of child- 
hood. Let the children minister uncon- 
sciously in their homes, through the power 
of simple, vital truth-words wedded to 
music. Not all have little Charley’s ac- 
curate ear, expressive tones, and reten- 
tive memory, but where singing is possible, 
very imperfect utterances are yet sweet to 
those who love the child, and may work 
untold good. In teaching the little ones to 
sing, we are acting in accordance with the 
counsel of him who hath ordained praise 
from babes, and who can tell how such holy 
utterances may link the little ones, through 
invisible influences, with the choirs above ? 
Who can tell whether the Holy Spirit may 
not act in future trial-years, through recur- 
ring memories of these simple, sacred songs, 
to win from error and reconnect with 
heaven ? M. E. C 
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Weekly Besson. 


LESSON No. 18. 








(For Sunday, May 1, 1870.) 
TEXT.—JouHN 4: 1-42, 


SUBJECT: Jesus Preaches to the Samari- 
tans; or, The Water of Life. 


MOTTO: Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him, shall never 
thirst ; but the water that I shall give him shall 


bein him a well of water, springing up into 
everlasting life. 


TO THE TEACHER. 


HIS Lesson, more than any previous one, ad- 
mits of a dramatic representation; and this 
is, perhaps, the best way to study it. A conversa- 
tion can be made quite as interesting as a parable, 
or a miracle, if the dialogue form be presented so 
that the interest in the forthcoming answer is con- 
tinually kept up. Asa general rulethe younger the 
pupils the more attention should be given to scene- 
painting, and vice versa. Care must be taken that 
the unity of the Lesson is not lostin a multitude 
of minor details, Thecentralidea is “WATER,” 
and the figure must be worked upon throughout. 
The closing address to the woman in Scene I., is 
not to be regarded as introducing a new subject, 
but as the answer to her request, as containing the 
gift itself,—the water—bestowed on her by Christ. 
As the main point of the Lesson lies in Christ’s 
own illustration, other illustrations are not need- 
ed. But the figure of water may be variously ap- 
plied, e. g., A traveller in the desert searches for 
water; but suppose he carried a fountain within 
him. A Christian does. The‘application should 
consist principally in presenting this truth, and 
urging its reception. Water ever wells up from an 
unfailing fountain. Living water—Life—the Divine 
—ever wells up in the hearigwhich has received 
this gift from Christ—and so the thirst of the soul 
is ever satisfied;—and thisjis—forever. This water 
not only refreshes!and nourishes the spirit in time 
—but through eternity (Rev. 22: 1); thelife it bears 
is eternal life. Christ comes to give this Water of 
Life to you: will you takejit? Will you pray, with 
the woman, “ Give,me this water!’’? Will you de- 
pend upon Him to keep the fountain within you 
ever flowing and ever full? 
faith,” &c. 


“ According to your 


[An attempt is made to’give vividness to the dia- 
logue by the use of modern English, chiefly from 
Sawyer’s translation. See also a poetic version by 
A. R. P., in The Sunday-School Times of March 26th.] 


INTRODUCTION. 


Jesus had gone up to the Passover in March, He 
returned about seed-time (verse 35) probably in No- 
vember or December. He had then been preaching 
in Judea about six or eight months. The Phari- 
sees watched Him with an evil eye. John was now 
out of their way, and Jesus would be the object of 
their next attack. Hence He’retired again to Ga- 


*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
ofthe District Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 





lilee. To get there, He must needs go through 
Samaria. The constraining power of the infinite 
Spirit (John 3: 34) led Him that way—the usual 
way—instead of the other route by the Jordan, that 
He might preach to the Gentiles, as well as to the 
Jews, 

The origin of the Samaritans is most graphi- 
cally told in 2d Kings 17: 21-41, Any teacher who 
will carefully study this passage, and then ¢ell ‘he 
story, with only a map before him, may be sure of 
an intensely interested class. (In telling it, use the 
word Jehovah wherever it isrepresented by LORD.) 
With these colonists probably were associated the 
lowest of the people of Israel, those who were too 
poor or insignificant to be carried away captive, 
thus giving a slightly mized character tothe suc- 
ceeding population. But they were essentially 
Gentile. 

(The figures in parenthesis refer to the ‘‘ Notes 
and Illustrations”’ below.} 


SCENE I.—A narrow valley, 500 yards wide, between 
two peaks, Ebal and Gerizim (1), 800 feet high.— At the 
base of Gerizim, a queer old town (2), the houses built 
of stone, with cupolas ; and the gardens full of mul- 
berry, orange, pomegranate and other beautiful trees. 
The valley most fertile and fruitful,—a veritable Para- 
dise,—the loveliest spot—and the most musical with 
birds—in all Palestine.— At the entrance of the valley 
Scom the east, nearest Gerizim, a well (3), with a stone 
curb and a seat, shaded by trees(4). It is noon, and 
very hot, company of travellers, on foot, come wea- 
rily round the corner of Gerizim, from the south-east, 
by a road dusty with travel.—One of them is too tired 
togo further, and sits down, thus—tired out—on the 
stone seat. It is Jesus. The others trudge on toward 
the city to get provisions. A womanof the country 
comes up, with a huge stone jar on her head, or a great 
skin vessel on her shoulder, with a rope tied to it. She 
leit down. The traveller speaks to her: 


Jesus.—Give me a drink! 

Woman (surprised).—How do you, a Jew, aska 
drink of me, a Samaritan? (5) 

J.—Ifyou knew the gift of God (6) and whoitis that 
says to you Give mea drink, you would have ask- 
ed Him, and He would have given you living (7) 
water. 

W. Sir, you have no bucket(8)and the well is deep: 
whence, then, have you the living water? Are you 
greater than our father Jacob (9), who gave us the 
well, and who drank of it himself, and his sons, 
and his cattle? 

J.—Every one that drinks of this water will thirst 
again; but whosoever drinks of the water which 
I will give him, shall never thirst. The water 
which I will give him shall be in him, a fountain 
of water, springing up to eternal life, (10) 

W.—Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not,— 
nor come here to draw! (11) 

J.—Go, and call your husband, and come 
here, (12) 

W.—I have no husband. 

J.—You have well said, ‘‘ Husband I have not;” 
for you have had five husbands, and he whom you 
now have is not your husband, In this you have 
spoken truly. 

W. (conscience-stricken).—Sir, I perceive that 
you are a prophet...... Our fathers worshipped 
in this mountain,and you say that Jerusalem is 
the place where men ought to worship? (13) 

J.—Belleve me, woman, the hour comes, and 
now is, when neither inthis mountain, nor in Je- 
rusalem, you shall worship the Father. You wor- 
ship what you know not: we worship what we 
know; for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour 
comes, and is now, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; 
for the Father seeks such to worship Him, God isa 
spirit, and those that worship Him, must worship 
in the spirit and in truth, (14) 

W.—I know that the Messiah(15) is coming; when 
He comes He will announce to us all things. 

J.—I who am now speaking to you am He, (16) 

SCENE II.—The same place.—The woman going 
toward the town, leaving her bucket behind.—The tra- 
vellers coming from the town with provisions.— They 
look inquiringly, but make no remark.—They prepare 
the victuals.—T hey speak: 

Disciples.—Teacher,.eat, 


Jesus.—I have food to eatof which you do not 
know. 





—————2 


D. (aside),—Has any one brought Him food? 

J. (overhearing).—My food (17) is to do the will of 
Him that sent me, and to finish His work. Do you 
not say, There are yet four months till the harvegs 
comes? (18) Look, I say, lift up your eyes and see 
the fields; for they are white for a harvest (point- 
ing toa crowd who were coming with the woman 
from the town), He that reaps, receives wages and 
gathers fruit for life eternal, that he that sows and 
he that reaps may rejoice together. (20) For in 
this is the saying true: He that sows is one, and he 
that reaps is another. I have sent you to reap that 
on which you have not labored. Others have la 
bored, and you have entered into their labor, 

SCENE ITI.—In the city.— Great enthusiasm.—Jesua 
taking leave, after two days’ teaching in public and in 
private.— The woman prominent dmong the crowd, aft 
repeating: 


The Woman.—He told me all that ever I did. (21 

The Crowd.—We no longer believe on account of 
your report, for we have heard Him ourselves (22), 
and know that this is truly the Saviour of thse 
world, (23). ‘ 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Verse 1.—See Joshua 8: 30-35, and picture the so- 
lemn scene, 


2.—Sychar is commonly supposed to be the She- 
chem of the Old Testament. Though in the valley, 
it is on the water shed between the Mediterranean 
and the Jordan, 1,500 feet above the level of the 
sea, in the route of trade from Damascus and the 
east to the Mediterranean. 

3.—All are agreed that this weJlin the solid rock 
was really dug by Jacob; probably, since the place 
is well watered, “‘ partly to avoid disputes with the 
Shechemites (compare Gen. 26: 18-22); partly as & 
visible evidence that the plot of land was his,a& 
charter of his property. See Gen. 33: 19; Josh. 2& 
32. It is 75 feet deep, and 9 feet in diameter. 

4.—This, at least, is very probable, 

5.—“The Jews’ hatred of the Samaritans was 
first caused by their mere settlement in the Pro- 
mised Land. It was aggravated by their opposi- 
tion to the re-building of the temple (see Ezra 4—6x 
by their rival worship at Gerizim, where a temple 
had been erected B. C. 409, which stood 300 years, 
The remains still exist. A plan may be seen in 
Thomson's Land and Book, Vol. II., p. 218; and by 
their claim to be reckoned Israelites. They were 
publicly-cursed in the synagogues, and debarred 
from every religious and legal privilege. The ha- 
tred was intense. See the apocryphal Book of 
Ecclesiasticus 1: 25,26; comp. John 8: 48. These 
feelings the Samaritans repaid with interest. See 
Luke 9: 52,53. And the ancient feudis still retain- 
ed by the little remnant—only 150—who remain in 
their ancient domain. See Stanley’s Jewish 
Church, Vol. I., App. III., p. 559,—and the Bible 
Dictionaries generally. ‘Tristram (Land of Israel, 
p. 137,) asked drink of a woman who was filling a 
pitcher from aspring near this spot, but was an- 
grily refused, with—‘ The Christian dogs might get t 
for themselves Contrast Rebekah, Gen. 24: 17-20.” 


6.—The gift of God.—“ Miss Whateley, in Rag- 
ged Life in Egypt, says that the cry of the water 
carriers in Eastern streets is, ‘The gift of God? 
‘The gift of God!’—water being especially so re 
garded. If,as seems likely, there is a reference to 
this in Christ’s words, they would be equivalent to 
—' There is a greater gi/t of God than this gift of God 
—this water which I have asked for; if thou knew- 
est that,’ &c. It has been much disputed what DI 
vine Blessing our Lord thus designated ; some say, 
Himself; some, the Spirit; others, the cleansing of 
His blood; others, again, the ‘washing of regen 
ration.’ Bearing in mind that the conversation 
was about drinking, and not about cleansing, it 
seems obvious that the internal work of the Spirit is 
primarily intended; but all spiritual blessings 
may be indirectly referred to, as they [are all con- 
nected with this and]jare frequently promised in 
the Old Testament under the figure of water. See 
Ps. 36: 8,9; Is, 12:3; 44:3; Ezek. 86: 25; 47: 1, &¢.$ 
Zech. 14: 8.” 

7. Living, i. e., spring water—water running 
from a fountain,—not standing water, from a pool 
or cistern. 
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8.—So the old English versions. It is one word in 
the original. Literally, not-a-thing-to-draw-with. 

®.—As if she had said “Whoever thou art, the 
man that can give better water than this must be 
a greater man than Jacob—but,” &. The reply 
shows the superiority: ‘This water is good, 
Mine has a special quality of its own, which makes 
tt better still,” &c. 

10.—Eternal Life is a phrase she did not com- 
prehend, but still it gave her an intimation of the 
fact that Jesus was speaking, not so much of phy- 
sical, as of spiritual, thirst. 

41.—She had felt the unsatisfying nature of 
earthly things. Hersoul longs for something more. 
It bursts out with prayer for the blessing so imper- 
fectly apprehended; but before the sentence is com- 
plete, the sinful habit of thought reasserts itself, 
and she ends with a half-ironical clause, as if she 
were thinking only of the physical. Comp. Nico- 
demus, in John 3: 4, 

12.—As in the case of Nicodemus, Jesus does not 
notice the half-insult, but answers the faint, 
though real, longing of her heart, His words con- 
nect themselves with her secret dissatisfaction 
with the life she was leading on the one hand, and 
with the impending blessing on the other. He 
grants her request. Conviction of sin is the way to 
Eternal Life. 

13.—‘‘She is startled by the exposure of her sin. 
She feels God's claims upon her. ‘What shall she 
do to be saved?’ Then the old controversy suddenly 
occurs to her—what is she to believe? ‘I would 
serve God, but—our fathers,’ &c.”’ 

14.—Christ’s answer is one of the most solemn of 
all His utterances. He begins with—Believe me. 
He identifies Himself with the Jews, and vindi- 
eates the Jewish worship. But ‘‘He proclaims, 
also, the passing away of every form of a religion 
which is tied to a local centre, to make room for 
that faith which should have its centre every where 
and its circumference nowhere.’”’ He reveals God 
as a Father seeking (!) true worshippers,—seek- 
ing her if a true worshipper, no matter where she 
might worship. Comp. Lukel9:10. Heis Spirit, 
everywhere present. Comp. Acts 7: 48; 17: 24, 25; 
Ist Kings 8: 27; Isa. 66:1; Jer. 23: 24. He is to be 
worshipped in that part of our being which is spi- 
rit (not with mere exernal, local service), and that 
in earnest sincerity. ‘‘God is become one flesh with 
us, that we might become one spirit with Him.’’ Comp. 


v. 10. 

15.—Perhaps she thought He might be the Mes- 
siah. If not,she refers the matter to Him when 
He should come. 

16.—There was no danger in announcing this to 
the Samaritans, who had no worldly views—per- 
haps no definite views at all of Messiah. The con- 
versation has convinced the woman, and she im- 
mediately goes to tell the good news to her friends, 
and to bring them to Jesus, 

17.—This figurative way of speaking, was very 
eommon with our Lord. It is liable to be misap- 
prehended at first as here (comp. John 3: 19), but is 
for that very reason the most efficient way of im- 
pressing the truth. But why did He noteat? He 
was hungry and thirsty and tired out, as other 
men, See v. 6; Heb. 2: 17; 4:15,and comp. Rom. 
15:3. But He wasa perfect manin His strength, 
as well as in His weakness. Under the excitement, 
especially of delight, we sometimes become so ab- 
sorbed as to forget ourselves. Sir Isaac Newton 
Was so interested in a problem as to forget his 
meals. “The British troops in Abyssinia were 
marching over steep mountains toward the fort- 
ress of Magdala—one day’s long march—exhausted 
—could scarcely drag on—suddenly turned corner 
~there was Theodore’s army! Immediately forgot 
pain—rushed forward—battle—victory—no rest or 
food for hours after. The chance of fighting for 
Queen and country just like food to them.” So the 
sailors in Acts 27: 33-36. 

18.—This may have been a proverbial expression, 
but it seems more likely to be a statement of fact, 

19.—Such seems to be the most natural explana- 
tion. Thus, again, He leads the thought from the 
natural to the spiritual. 

20.—He had just been sowing good seed, of which 
they were now and henceforth (see Acts 8: 5-25) to 
reap the harvest, according to the proverb. Other 
men labored, &c.,is a general statement of His 
work. ‘‘Upon His labor in the whole work of re- 
dem ption (Is. 53: 11) depends all the success of every 
one of His servants,”’ 








21.—She tells of her sins that she may lead others 
to the Saviour, as well as of the true worship and 
of the Living Water. 

22.—There is no report of any miracle wrought 
here. The truth-seekers received the truth as it 
came in contact with their hearts, at once. 

23. Of the world, ‘Their view seems to have 
been less clouded by prejudice and narrow-mind- 
edness than that of the Jews; and though the con- 
version of this people lay not in the plan of the 
official life of our Lord, or working of His apostles 
during it (Matt. 10: 5), yet we have abundant proof 
from this history, of His gracious purposes towards 
them,” With this incident contrast John 2: 24; 3: 
82. But these only the beginning. Ps. 72: 16, comp. 
Acts 8, 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


** Jesus the water of life will give.” 
—Songs of Gladness, page 19, 


Repeat Psalm 72: 4-8. 

Remarks,—“ Rain upon the mown grass.” 
Prayer for the reviving influences of God's Spirit. 
Sing one verse of 


Sing: 


“Lord, I hear of showers of blessings.” 
—Songs of Gladness, page 86. 


Jesus, the Living Water.—John 4: 10-14. 

Repeat Rev. 21: 6—*I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.” 

Children, suppose you had a dream, and thatin 
your dream you were going to some place a great 
way off. As you went on, the road became very 
dusty, and you began to get very thirsty. You 
wanted a drink of water, oh! so much, but there 
was no place togetone. You thought if you could 
only come to some little stream that ran across 
the road, you would not care much how warm the 
water was, if it would only wet your lips and wash 
the dust out of your mouth, You have never really 
been so very thirsty, have you? (Hands.) Perhaps 
not so thirsty as that. But think of some time 
when you have been very thirsty, indeed, and you 
will know what I mean, 

Well, suppose that as you went on, on,in your 
dream, you came to no little rill that went bub- 
bling by, and you saw no house that you could go 
into and rest. And you thought you must certainly 
lie down and die. You had goneon so far that you 
could not go back, for that would be as bad as to go 
on; and what would become of you? Ah! you 
feared you must dieof thirst. Butsuddenly you 
came upon a man. You did not much like his 
looks (Isa, 52: 14), and you thought you would let 
him pass by you without speaking to him; when 
suddenly he held out to youacup of water. At 
first you are eager to take it; but then you draw 
back. You say to yourself, “I do not much like 
the looks of this man, I don’t know what he is go- 
ing to give me. Perhaps what he gives me will not 
be good for me. If I had only got the water myself, 
then I would know all about it.” As you hesitate, 
he speaks. A voice sosweet and tender—sweeter 
by far than that of your mother, “Ho! every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters”’ and drink— 
Isa. 53: 1. “Let him take of the water of life freely.” 
—Rev. 21:6. Are you notthirsty? Yes, very; and 
you take of the cup and drink. Oh! howcool! 
Oh! how refreshing! It was the water of life to 
you. It saved your life. When you had drank of 
it you were able to goon refreshed and rejoicing 
all the rest of your journey. 

Now, we were only supposing that you dreamed 
what I have been telling you. But it is all just like 
what Jesus really does. He gives us the real water 
of life. 


‘oTwas Jesus, my Saviour, who died on the tree, 
To open a fountain for sinners like me,” 
—Musical Leaves, page 26. 

Dear children, are you not always wanting some- 
thing? Are you not always asking papa or mamraa 
to do something for you? Howkindly they do it— 
how willingly they supply all your wants, because 
they love you. And when you are in distress, you 
tell them all your trouble, and they try to help you 
out of it. And when you have been naughty, and 
have grieved them, how unhappy you are until 


you go and tell them you are very sorry, and ask ! 


them to forgive you. And is this doing wrong 
something you can take hold of? get it into you, 





hands and throw it away from you? No; it is 
right in here, in the heart. You cannot get at it 
to pullit out. Your heart thirsts to feel better and 
to do what is right. Your heart is thirsting for 
something to make it goodand happy. It is dry 
and fainting, just as you were when you were tra- 
velling away off on the dusty road in your dream, 
and could not get any water. And can your pa- 
rents supply this thirst of the soul? Can they 
give you the living water? No! It is Jesus who 
says, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me 
and drink.” It is Jesus who gives the living water 
to our thirsting souls. As “the rain comes down 
upon the mown grass,” to make it spring up fresh 
and green, so does He send the rain of His Spirit, 
to water our dry and parched hearts, to make them 
feel happy and glad. Beside, we cannot always 
get a drink of water just when we want it, but we 
can always, if we thirst, have the Holy Spirit. No 
matter where we are, whether in the church, 
in the street, or in the school, we can just thinka 
prayer to Jesus, and He knowsit, for He knows 
all our thoughts. But we must feel our need, or 
Jesus will not give us the Spirit; for He says, “I 
will give unto him that is athirst, of the fountain 
of the water of life freely.””, Our hearts must thirst 
for His Spirit. Yetthere aremany people who never 
get this living water; Jesus offers it to them, but 
they refuse it. They have never tasted it, and do not 
know how refreshing it is, so they turn away from 
it and pass on, Just as you were about to do in the 
dream, when the plain-looking stranger offered 
the cup of water to you. Oh, dear children, do not 
be of that number. Just as you did in the dream, 
do in real earnest now. Come to Jesus. He is the 
One who has the living water. It is what your 
souls need. And if you drink it, if you come to 
Jesus, who is the Fountain, and is always ready to 
give every soul that is dry and thirsty, abundant 
draughts of this living water, He will supply your 
want, and you will never thirst again. Jesus says 
so. He says that “the water that He will give you,” 
if you want to have it, and ask Him for it, ‘‘ will be 
in you a well of water, springing up into everlast- 
ing life.’ That is, the joys of pardon, and of salva- 
tion, will continually be bubbling up in your 
hearts, just like the spring keeps bubbling up out 
of the rock. 
Sing: ** Come to Jesus.” 
<> + ______ 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE PERSONAL QUESTIONS. 

Livonia shall we do with them? They 

are at the end of the question 
papers we use this year in our Sunday- 
school. Some of the teachers think the 
better way is not to ask them, but tell the 
scholars you may each answer them to 
yourselves and God. Others think we 
should ask all the questions. I cannot de- 
cide by the advice of the other teachers, so 


I will ask the class. 
* * * * * * * * 


‘* Boys, you noticed when you studied 
your lessons, that at the close were several 
home questions, such as perhaps many of 
you would not like to answer. What shall 
we do with them? I donot want to ask 
them if you will not answer. What shal 
I do, Henry ?”’ 

‘* T suppose they are not there to learn, as 
much as the others. I think we had better 
go through the whole lesson. Frank, 
What do you say ?”’ 

“*T guess it won’t hurt us any to answer 
them all, I’m willing if the rest are.”’ 

‘So am I,’’ said Charles and George. 

‘Thomas, what do you think ?” 

‘“‘T think we need to answer them more 
than any other questions on the paper.’’ 

‘“Then study those questions carefully 
and prayerfully. We will have the whole 
lesson, and I am very glad.” 

* * * * * * * *% 

And so my class decided forme. May 
these home questions find a blessed answer 
in their hearts! 8. R. M. 
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THE LEsson to be taught May 8th, may 
be found in John 4: 43-54. Subject: Jesus 
Heals the Nobleman’s Son. 

a 

We have received $10 for Chloe Lankton, 
from ‘‘a friend,’’ New York City; $7 ‘‘from 
teachers in the Presbyterian Sabbath- 
school,’’ Little Falls, N. Y.; and $1 from 
Auburn, N. Y.; also $1 from M. B., Phila- 
delphia. 


a 





THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE SUNDAY- 
ScHOOL AssocIATION.—( Offcial.)—Thean- 
nual convention meets at Harrisburg, Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday, June 14, 
15 and 16. George H. Stuart, Esq., is ex- 
pected to preside. Each Sunday-school in 
the State is requested to send two or more 
delegates, and every clergyman and earnest 
Sunday-school worker is also invited to 
attend and participate. 

Each one designing to attend, is request- 
ed to notify the Rev. Thomas H. Robin- 
son, D. D., Chairman, or John M. Sayfold, 
Secretary of the Local Committee of Ar- 
rangements, at Harrisburg, on or before 
the first day of June, so that places of en- 
tertainment may be provided. 

County organizations are requested to 
communicate immediately with the State 
Secretary, Lewis D. Vail, Esq., No. 703 
Sansom street, Philadelphia, so as to receive 
printed details. Where there is no county 
organization, it is hoped that some lover of 
the cause will send his or her name, and 
the package will be forwarded. 


re 


The Main Qualification. 


- many respects the duties and qualifi- 

cations of the superintendent differ from 
those of the teacher. But in one particular 
they are on common ground. Both alike 
seek the renewing power of the Holy Spirit 
for the salvation of the scholars, both need 
to feel that power in their own hearts. 
Whoever engages in the Sunday-school 
work, in any of its departments, needs, 
above all other qualifications, that of a re- 
newed heart, thoroughly devoted to the 
Master’s service. There are emergencies, 
indeed, in which, rather than let a class be 
disbanded, a teacher may rightly be em- 
ployed who is not a converted person. But 
no emergency seems possible in which it 
would be right to place an unconverted 
man in the position of Sunday-school su- 
perintendent. In regard to the other qua- 
lifications which have been spoken of, they 
are all desirable, and the person should be 
selected who has the greatest amount and 
variety of them. But this one qualification 





is indispensable. No matter what a man’s 
abilities or attainments may be, he is not 
to be once thought of for the office, unless 
he is a real, earnest, devoted Christian. 
There is a such a unanimity of opinion 
on this point that it has seemed hardly ne- 
cessary to name it, much less to dwell upon 
it. Yet we have dweltso much upon other 
points, and especially upon those quali- 
ties which relate rather to one’s ordinary 
business capacity, that there may possibly 
be the risk of misapprehension. Let us be 
understood, then, once for all, as holding, 
not only that the Sunday-school superin- 
tendent should be a real, sincere, earnest 
Christian, but that this element of charac- 
ter is the very first, principal, and main 
consideration in estimating his fitness for 
the office. The superintendent should not 
only be pious, but eminent for piety. He 
should be one who feels the burden of souls 
upon him; one who is much in secret 
prayer, crying mightily to God night and 
day for the outpouring of the Spirit; one 
who, without importunity or solicitation 
from others, from the mere yearnings of 
his own irrepressible desires, will make 
large sacrifices of ease, of time, and of mo- 
ney, for the promotion of the cause; one 
who yearns to see souls saved and the Mas- 
ter honored, more than he longs or labors 


for success in any worldly business. 
This earnest, whole-souled piety has a 


wonderful transforming effect upon the 
character, developing in every direction 
whatever other natural qualifications aman 
may have.j {It redoubles his vigilance, his 
punctuality,his labors of every kind; it 
gives tact to the awkward, it makes the 
slow of speech eloquent. The man who 
has this earnest, burning, self-sacrificing, 
self-consecrating zeal, will find time, even 
at the expense of worldly interests, to do 
something daily for his school. He will 
deal faithfully in private with the delin- 
quent teacher. He will visit sick, or ne- 
glected, or truant scholars. He will seek, 
as for hid treasures, for every symptom of 
the work of the Spirit upon the hearts of the 
children. Every teacher, every class, every 
scholar will be engraved upon his heart; 
for every one of them will he make statedly 
earnest personal supplication; not one of 
all the crowd will appear before him on 
the Sabbath, whose name has not been on 
his lips, at some time during the week, as 
he has wrestled with God in secret prayer. 
Such a man, so coming before the school, 
so mingling among the scholars, must 
needs be a mighty power for good. The 
superintendent who has to the full this 
first, main qualification for the office, can 





—__. 


hardly failof a good measure of success, 
whatever other secondary qualities he may 
lack. 





> <> > 
Our Series of Lessons. 


E are grateful to various friends for 

suggestions drawn from practical use, 
respecting the Lessons on the Life of our 
Lord, which we are publishing from week 
to week. Some of these suggestions have 
already been adopted. Others are under 
consideration. We can only use our best 
judgment, with the whole field before us, 
to make the Lessons as generally useful as 
possible. A few points seem te require a 
word of explanation : 

1. It has been suggested that the Lessons 
are too full, containing more matter than 
can possibly be used'in the elass. This is 
so designedly. Our aim is to give the 
teacher the fullest preparation we can, that 
he may be deeply interested. Then he can 
give to his class so much as may be good for 
them, in such manner as to interest them. 
We hope no teacher will follow us rigidly. 
To do so will be to fail in thoroughly inte- 
resting his class, and what is more, to fail 
in growth himself. A whole head should 
be omitted with some senior classes, and 
various details in others, so as to give time 
for the fuller elucidation of that part which 
elicits most earnest conversation, and so 
furnishes ground for most successful appli- 
cation. 

2. The variety in the treatment of the 
Lesson is also designed to suggest methods 
of treatment to teachers, and thus to aid 
them in professional training. Wearesure 
that teachers will appreciate our object in 
this respect, (howeverimperfectly attained), 
and prefer this treatment to a formal, uni- 
form routine, which would serve not only 
to encourage neglect of study, but also to 
dwarf and enfeeble the mental power of 
both teachers and pupils. 

3. The ‘‘ Notes and Illustrations’ give 
scope for anything which may seem to be 
of use. We prefer to throw them 
into that general shape in the future, 
instead of under a ‘ Treasury of Il- 
lustrations,’’ as heretofore, to admit of 
matter that need not lumber the expository 
part, and which may yet be of use in fur- 
nishing phases of thought, as well as here 
and there a fact and opinion, illustrative of 
the subject in hand. It isnot to be expect- 
ed that they shall all seem fitting to all 
minds. The habits of mental association 
are so different that what seems fitting to 
one may not seem so to another. Let each 
take what to him seems good. 

If they seem to some to contain too many 
quotations, it must be borne in mind that 
the great bulk of Sunday-school teachers 
have small libraries and few books of com- 
ment and illustration. 

4. The questions at first seemed rather too 
difficult for ordinary pupils in our Sunday- 
schools. They were simplified by giving 
them more the character of leading ques- 
tions—questions which suggest the answer. 
A correspondent, whose judgment we 
highly esteem, suggests that this is incon- 
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sistent not only with what is desirable, but 
also with our frequently expressed direction 
to teachers respecting the ‘‘ art of question- 
ing.’’ This shows that the design of the 
question paper has not been fully appre- 
hended. Perhaps we should have stated it, 
as we are now doing. It, as well as the 
Lesson, is intended as a help to study, not 
ag a model for the teacher. The interroga- 

form is used often simply because pu- 
i ix more accustomed to that form, and 
are, in some cases at least, more likely to 
give the thought more consideration than 
if merely stated positively. It would be 
very much better if both teacher and pupils 
would thoroughly master the points sug- 
gested in the questions, and then leave 
them at home. No question books or papers 
are used im the very best schools. But 
most of our teachers, as well as most pupils, 
need some help and guide in this respect. 
In one school with which we are familiar, 
where the young teachers have had little 
opportunity for professional training, they 
have found it a very great help to change 
the form of these questions only, and thus 
to bring out the thought of their pupils, and 
incite them to study. 

5. We desire to keep continually before 
our friends who use our Lessons, the design 
to show the development of Messiah’s mis- 
sion, the unity of the Blessed Life, rather 
than to exhaust the consideration of iso- 
lated facts in that Life. Our aim in these 
Lessons is, ina word, to educate pupils who 
“do love Jesus,’’ as well as to induce others 
to love him also. 


————— 1+ oo 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
Monumental Illustrations of Scripture. 


BY THE REV. JAMES M. FREEMAN, 


a researches of travellers have, within 
the last twenty-five or thirty years, 
added much to our stock of materials for 
interpreting the Bible. As this wonderful 
book is Oriental, not only in its style, but 
also in its allusions to history, manners, 
and customs, it is not surprising that many 
passages should be misunderstood by mo- 
dern readers dwelling in other parts of the 
world, and among customs vastly different 
from those of Bible times and Bible lands. 
Many of these difficulties in the way of un- 
derstanding the Bible have disappeared as 
travellers have published the results of their 
investigations. 

Ancient coins, medals, jewelry, statues, 
frescoes, sarcophagi, utensils of various 
sorts, illuminated papyri, and mural sculp- 
tures, have been carefully sought for, and 
when found have been eagerly studied by 
learned men, so that much light is now 
thrown on what before was dark and unin- 
telligible. It is to be hoped that some com- 
petent hand will yet gather the scattered 
materials, published in numerous works, 
and from them condense into one volume 
the information thus furnished. Such a 
book would be a convenient and valuable 
manual for all Bible students, especially for 
Sunday-school teachers. 

The British Museum has a large collec- 
tion of antiquities illustrative of the Bible. 





Mr. Samuel Sharpe, an enthusiastic archseo- 
logist, has carefully studied these, and has 
lately published in London an interesting 
work on ‘Bible Texts Illustrated,” to 
which we are indebted for the materials of 
this article. 

Among the curiosities in the Museum are 
a number of signets of Egyptian and Per- 
sian monarchs. The Egyptian seals were 
on rings worn on the finger, while the sig- 
nets of the Assyrians, Babylonians, and 
Persians were usually of stone cylinders, 
with a hole through the centre to receive a 
string. Allusion is made to the ring sig- 
nets in Genesis 41; 42, Exodus 28: 11, and 
39: 6; and to the cylinder signet in Daniel 
6:17. The seals in the Museum represent 
different dynasties, and the characters en- 
graved on them, when interpreted, corro- 
borate Bible history. 

Joseph’s cup, which was found in Benja- 
min’s sack, was probably an Egyptian di- 
vining cup. (See Genesis 44: 5.) Such 
have been found at Nineveh, copied, as is 
supposed, from the Egyptians. All sorts of 
strange figures are engraved on the bottom 
of these metal cups—the Sphinx, the Sca- 
rabeeus, the Winged Sun—all of them Egyp- 
tian Emblems. Can it be that this ancient 
fashion of divining cups is the origin of the 
custom, still extant in some parts even of 
this country, of studying the tea-grounds 
in a tea-cup for the purpose of telling one’s 
fortune ? 

‘* An illustration of the beautiful language 
of Moses in Deut. 33: 27 is found on an 
Egyptian papyrus. There is a representa- 
tion of the god Horus, with the head down- 
ward, and the arms outstretched in such 4 
way as to form an arch or canopy denoting 
the arch of the sky. This representation 
was doubtless familiar to the Israelites. 
What a deep significance, then, must the 
words of Moses have had to them: ‘‘ The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms.’’ As though he 
had said, here is a Deity whom it is un- 
lawful to paint in any shape, but he is far 
more to be trusted than these gods of the 
heathen. He is the true, the eternal God; 
not simply above as a canopy, but under- 
neath and all around as a protection. 

A Nineveh sculpture has a representation 
of a king of Assyria putting out the eyes of 
a poor captive. With the left hand he holds 
the prisoner by a string which passes 
through the upper lip, while in the right 
hand he holds a spear, the point of which 
is entering the eye of the unfortunate man. 
The prisoner is kneeling, and has his hands 
uplifted, with the palms open, as if ear- 
nestly pleading for mercy. Close by are 
two others, each with a string through the 
lip, and waiting to have the cruel punish- 
ment inflicted on them in turn. Whata 
vividillustration this gives of 2 Kings 25: 7: 
‘‘ And they slew the sons of Zedekiah be- 
fore his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zede- 
kiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, 
and carried him to Babylon.”’ 

Tsaiah uses a bold figure when he says in 
chapter 59: lofhis prophecy, ‘‘ Behold, the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened that it cannot 
save.” There is an Egyptian sculpture 





—. 


which represents the same idea. A satrap 
of Egypt is worshipping the sun as his god, 
in disregard of the religion of his nation, 
but in obedience to the commands of the 
Persians, who wished to force their religion 
on the Egyptians. The governor stands 
before an altar offering sacrifice to the sun, 
from which stream numerous rays, at the 
end of every one of which is a hand reach- 
ing toward the worshipper. 

There is another sculptured slab, which 
represents two groups of Egyptian mourn- 
ers at a funeral, three men in one group, 
and four women in another. One woman 
is stretching her hands heavenward in 
prayer, another is smiting her cheeks, a 
third is stooping to the ground to pick up 
dust, while the fourth has her hands upon 
her head. The three men have their hands 
in a similar position, which is probably de- 
signed to represent the custom of mourners 
putting dust on theirheads. After looking 
at this sculpture, one can read with a better 
sense of its meaning, Jeremiah 2: 37: ‘‘ Yea, 
thou shalt go forth from him, and thine 
hands upon thine head.”’ 

If The Times were a pictorial paper, 
engravings would help our descriptions. 
Our main object, however, is to show the 
relation which the study of Biblical anti- 
quities has to Biblical interpretation, and 
to stimulate some of our young Sunday- 
school teachers and Bible-class scholars to 
pursue, as fully as they can, studies which 
cannot fail to be as interesting as they are 
profitable. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


Diversity of Methods. 


it is not always the best rule in the ab- 
stract that is the best to act upon in 


_teaching classes in the Sunday-school. God 


gives variety of operation not only in na- 
ture and in the gifts of the Spirit, but in 
carrying out the work that he has given 
each Christian to do. Study not only the 
best methods of presenting truth, but study 
your own individual capacity for present- 
ing or inculecating truth through these dif- 
ferent methods. In accordance with the 
natural tone and ruling faculties of mind 
must a teacher’s work be done: always 
premising the two indispensable duties of 
study and prayer. One teacher drills his - 
class as only a born disciplinarian can do, 
until in their very bearing, accuracy and 
promptitude are legibly inscribed, and 
something of a soldier’s enthusiasm for a 
loved leader is felt by the scholar. We 
have too few of these classes in our schools. 
Another teacher, through some personal 
gift of winning power, seems rather to 
suggest than lead. What such a teacher is 
known to approve in committing of lessons, 
or personal deportment, is done because so 
approved. What such a teacher desires is 
done by the incidental expression of desire 
almost without request. Neither of these 
teachers eould change his own for the 
other’s method, without loss of power. And 
so it is through various varieties of gifts in 
conducting classes. Because we may have 
a good method, and another’s may be en- 





266 THE 


= 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








tirely different, it does not follow that his 
is wrong. Neither, because another works 
by a most effective plan, does it follow that 
it would necessarily be better for us to work 
by that plan than by ourown. But let us 
not be deceived, but pray earnestly that the 
Spirit may show us our strength and our 
weakness in this respect, and give us grace 
willingly to abandon a pet theory if useful- 
ness demands. 

Of one thing we may be sure, be our plan 
of teaching what it may, viz.: that to be 
efficient it demands labor. We fully be- 
lieve that slothfulness lies at the root of at 
least half of our Sunday-school ineffective- 
ness. If Christians were willing to work 
there would not be so much slowness in 
enlisting under the Sunday-school banner. 
If teachers were not so chary of labor, they 
would get roused to greater interest in spite 
of themselves. It is impossible to study 
and pray over a lesson with honest heart 
and not want to teach it and want others to 
comprehend and love its truth. Methods 
may differ, gifts may be diverse, but love, 
prayer, and labor form the indispensable 
basis upon which all successful methods 
must of necessity rest. C. 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
Offering Prizes, 


66 I§ it beneficial to Sunday-school chil- 
dren to offer prizes for committing 
verses to memory ?”’ 

This question, taken from a list of topics 
in The Sunday-School Times, I would an- 
swer most emphatically in the negative. 
My reasons for this conclusion are nume- 
rous, and the arguments in favor of thus 
offering prizes seem to me few and weak. 

Not long since, a child under the stimu- 
lus of such an offer, is said (by a religious 
paper) to have committed the whole Bible 
to memory in one year. 

If the authority were not so good, one 
could hardly refrain from pronouncing the 
whole story a fabrication, or at least a gross 
exaggeration; but granting the statement 
to be true, what must be the effect upon 
that young mind of this wholesale swal- 
lowing of Scripture? The whole Bible in 
one year, names, genealogies, ceremonial 
laws, and all, one part doubtless thought as 
little about as another, one chapter forgot- 
ten before the next is learned! The whole 
Bible in one year! Let ussee, There are 
said to be 31,173 verses in the Old and New 
Testaments. To learn these in one year it 
would be necessary to recite more than 
eighty verses each day. The most talented 
child must give the greater part of every 
day to the work. Such a method of spend- 
ing the time is contrary to the spirit and 
letter of the very words the child is devou:- 
ing. A time forall things good there surely 
is, not for one thing alone. Far better to 
have spent one-fourth of the time in under- 
standing the practical parts of the word of 
God, and the rest in performing the duties 
there taught. Nor is the evil in this case con- 
fined tothe unfortunate child alone. Many 
others, whose memories were not equally 
etentive, doubtless forced their weary 





brains to this unnatural herculean task, 
only to be disappointed. The evils of this 
case and other similar ones might be sum- 
med up in a few of its results: 

An unnatural and injurious exercise of 
the memory. 

An unavoidable neglect of important 
duties. 

Working for a prize and not from a love 
of the Word. 

Danger of subsequent distaste for the 
Scriptures. M. 


a 
For The Sunday-School Times. 
How to Have a Small Class. 


IRST: come to Sunday-school late, so 

late that the superintendent is about 
looking for another teacher, and the scho- 
lars are beginning to think, ‘‘ we might as 
well go home.”’ 

When you at last reach your post, have 
no knowledge of the lesson; perhaps, in- 
deed, it would hasten the end to be igno- 
rant of the subject for the day. You can 
find out from the class. 

Having commenced your exercises, ask 
any random questions you can call tomind. 
If there is anything you cannot well ex- 
plain, read from Scott’s Commentary, or 
Barnes’s Notes, which you will probably 
find it convenient to have at hand. 

A page or two from the practical obser- 
vations, would fill in the time nicely, and 
if Willy or Sammy whisper, and Henry 
looks at the clock, then frown upon them, 
and tellthem sternly to pay attention. If 
they do not obey, threaten to tell the super- 
intendent. 

After you have finished your reading, 
lecture the class awhile for having so poor 
lessons. Tell them they ought to be 
ashamed of themselves. 

When school is over do not speak with 
your pupils, unless indeed you tell them to 
behave themselves on the road home. 

Do not take any pains, week-days, to see 
them or interest them. Banish every 
thought of them from your brain. 

Follow even a few of the above rules, and 
you will doubtless soon have as smalla 
class as you can desire. 8. 


Cramming. 


OME of ourexchanges are heralding the 
exploits of a western child under twelve 
years of age, who during 1869 committed to 
memory the entire Bible, 31,173 verses, or 
about 600 verses per week for every week 
of the year. The immediate incentive to 
this exploit was a silver cup proffered by a 
western Iacy, as a reward to the child me- 


morizing the greatest number of verses. 
The next highest competitor reached 28,682 
verses, from. which number the account 


fell rapidly until the eighteenth aspirant, 
who reports only 270 verses. Plated cups 
were given to all, below the highest. 

For memorizing Seripture we have the 
highest regard. Itisa most praiseworthy 
and profitable exercise for the young, but 
these prize efforts to force it into the mar- 
vellous numbers are evil, and only evil 
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continually. They are unfair, for in what 
do children differ more than in capacity to 
memorize? The champion child in this 
case did not in all probability bestow as 
much time and real effort on the work ag 
others who fell far below her. 

Again such efforts are unreasonable in 
their tax on brain and on time. A child 
‘‘under twelve years of age,’’ with nothing 
else to do but to commit to memory 600 
verses of Scripture every week for a yeay, 
would be heavily burdened; but when this 
is added to ‘‘doing chores,’’ ‘‘ washing 
dishes and helping mother,” ‘‘helping mo- 
ther, going toschool, and practicing several 
hours every day,’’ as these children report 
in their cases, why then we do protest 
against it as a wrong to the body, the mind, 
the spirits, and all else good in the child. 

Again, such efforts are unprofitable. No 
child can begin to digest a hundred verses 
aday. It is merely a cramming, ora gorg- 
ing process, as unprofitableto the mind as ig 
over-eating to the body. A child certainly 
does astonish us when it recites the wholo 
Bible from memory; but it were far better 
to astonish men, as did the child Jesus, by 
his understanding and his answers. 

The Scripture Lesson, which we issue 
every week, would be easily memorized by 
every scholar. Ithasatitle. Itis studied 
and understood. He who in this busy life 
would commit to memory so much each 
week,—and so much merely, would, with 
collateral reading and reasonable study, 
make rapid progress in the understanding 
of truth. 

Mere memorizing, even to tens of thou 
sands of verses, we do not approve or com- 
mend ; but memorizing and mastering the 
sentiment cannot be overvalued.— The 
Baptist Teacher. 


_-——-—-~» <2 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


A Question. 


Cr is a church-school, composed of 
bright and intelligent children from 
the homes represented in our congregation. 
Our teachers are, on the whole, of a supec- 
rior type, both as to Christian characte? 
and skill; but a few of them are brethren 
who have never learned to pray briefly and 
simply, so as to interest and lead the chil- 
dren. Frequently they weary the school 
when invited to offer prayer during the 
opening exercises, and the superintendent 
does not know how safely to make them 
exceptions to a rule long in use, which has 
given this service largely to the male 
teachers. 

Granting that the superintendent is free 
from this fault, would it be better for him 
to consider the opening prayer his own 
special and exclusive duty ? 

A reply in an early number of the Times, 
with reasons for and against our old cus 
tom, will much oblige LEARNER. 

(eh RE 

A CLASS PRAYER-MEETING.—It is three 
yearsago to-nightsince we held our first class 
prayer-meeting. And while looking back 
and recalling the precious memories of this 
‘‘sweet hour of prayer,’’ I felt that I must 
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write and thank that one who, through the 
columns of your paper, first suggested to 
me the idea of having such meetings. She 
gave a journal of some which she held with 
her own class, and by them I was encou- 
raged ‘‘ to go and do likewise.” 

They were commenced with much ‘fear 
and trembling,’’ but God has blessed us, 
and some have found Jesus in these little 
gatherings for prayer. I would say to 
teachers who have never tried this work 
for Jesus, that you will find in it arich 
blessing for yourself and for your class. I 
can truly say of these three years, that have 
passed, oh! how quickly, ‘‘The Lord hath 
been mindful of us. He will bless us.” 

Troy, N. Y. 8. 


——_—__--—___> <> 


Correspondence. 


A Great Revival. 
MILWAUKEE, WIS., April 17, 1870. 
DN hoger: aspiritual dearth of many years 
in Milwaukee, we are now enjoying 
the most powerful religious revival with 
which our city has ever been visited. 

A number of the evangelical pastors and 
Sunday-school teachers of the city have 
been holding aseries of union prayer-meet- 
ings, several evenings in each week, during 
the entire winter. In these meetings, and 
with the churches most interested in them, 
the divine blessing has been most graciously 
manifested. 

On the thirteenth of March last, our be- 
loved brother, Rev. E. P. Hammond, com- 
menced his labors with us. He directed 
his first efforts to the conversion of the 
children, and very many of the dear little 
ones, (like the children of Jerusalem. Matt. 
21: 15), are now daily singing ‘‘ the Praises 
of Jesus,’’ joyfully recognizing him as their 
Saviour and Lord. 

The work soon extended to others, till at 
the present time there are among us hun- 
dreds of all ages, sexes, and classes, rejoic- 
ing in a Saviour’s pardoning love. 

Although brother H. is compelled reluc- 
tantly to leave us, the work is extending, 
deepening, and strengthening. The union 
meetings will probably be continued for 
some time to come. 

We can truly say, ‘‘ This is the Lord’s 
doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes.”’ 
To his name be all the glory. B. 


Oe 


MACON, GA., April 16th, 1870. 

HILE the Sunday-school is here not 

made a specialty, as in some Northern 

cities, yet very commendab!e progress is be- 

ing made in this department of Christian ef- 

fort. Prominent among Sunday-school work- 

ers, are Rev. S. Boykin, editor of an attractive 

little paper called The Child's Delight; Col. 
Lawton and H. L. Jewett, sq. 

In the Ist Baptist Sunday-school, Col. Law- 
ton, superintendent, the ** Mimpriss System’”’ 
has been adopted and works admirably. 

In the Rey. 8. Boykin’s school, the weekly 
lessons are taken from a Baptist Sabbath- 
school paper. Mr. Boykin uses the black- 
board. Question-books are used in the Me- 
thodist schools. 





Mr. H. L. Jewett, of the Ist street Methodist 
school, is a very popular superintendent, 
gives special attention to singing, and works 
hard to bring poor children into the school. 

All the schools, white and colored, devote 
May-day to festivities. 

The Union Concert of colored Sabbath- 
schools, held every two months, is a meeting 
of great interest. 

The present is a time of extraordinary reli- 
gious interest among the colored people. After 
days of hard toil, they throng their churches 
at night, to seek the blessings of salvation. 

Better days are dawning upon the South. 

The best Reconstruction will be a Pentecos- 
tal outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon all the 
churches, You who love to pray, ask for this 
in faith. E. E. R. 


Ne ee 
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 18, 1870. 


NHE following extracts from the annual 
report of the superintendent of the Sab- 
bath-school connected with the Western Pres- 
byterian church, Washington, D. C., may be 
ofinterest to the readers of The Sunday-School 
Times. 

In reviewing the past year, we find many 
things to encourage us. Our re-unions, which 
perhaps mark the year more prominently 
than any other one thing, are no longer an 
experiment. Four of them have been held 
with uniform success. Besides the salutary 
lessons taught by their various exercises, they 
seem to have increased the attachment of 
scholars for the school. They furnish pleasant 
oases on which the memory may rest in after 
life. 

The project of refitting the room in which 
the school holds its sessions, when proposed a 
year ago, was regarded by most as impractica- 
ble. But, notwithstanding it required an out- 
lay of several hundred dollars, its accomplish- 
ment is a matter of record. Several of the 
classes, by class-fairs and suppers, aided in 
the enterprise, while the general treasury of 
the school lent a helping hand. With its new 
carpet, seats, maps, blackboard, melodeon and 
hymns, the room is in need of but few, if any, 
additional appointments. 

The teachers’ meetings have been held every 
week without interruption by weather or lack 
of numbers, for another year. The attendance 
and interest have bothincreased. These meet- 
ings are apparently the best means of prepara- 
tion within our reach. The work of the Sun- 
day-school teacher is one of self-sacrifice, and 
if a class is to be benefitted by a thorough 
preparation on his part, strenuous efforts 
ought to be willingly made to attain it. 

The Catechism has not received the attention 
it deseryes. It is undoubtedly one of the 
most valuable compendiums of divine truth. 
The mind of youth, stored with its terse state- 
ments, constitutes an arsenal well furnished 
against the assaults of error and infidelity. 
The success of this exercise rests almost en- 
tirely with the teachers. If it fails hereafter, 
the responsibility must rest with them. 

* * * * * * * * 

A few of our precious charge have united 
with the church. We should do better in the 
year tocome. Let us see, if by more faithful- 
ness and prayer, our labors will not be re- 
warded by a larger harvest. The great end 
and aim of our teaching should be, the con- 
version of souls. Let us seek to educate the 
heart, and expect early fruits. Thereare none 
under us too young to be the subjects of re- 
newing grace. Nor is it necessary that the 





seeds of truth should lie long upon the heart 
before they germinate. If I were to leavea 
motto in your minds for the next twelve- 
month, it would be, ‘“‘ That ye inerease more 
and more.’ Increase your: class, increase 
your earnestness, increase your faith, increase 
your efforts, increase your prayers, and the 
year to come will be one of rich increasein 
souls,’’ 

We wish we might have, through these 
columns, more frequent glimpses of the prac- 
tical workings of schools, and the results of 
their efforts. ® 





Sunday-Schosl Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
Part of the wide field.) 


Protestant Episcopal Sunday-School 
Association, Philadelphia.—The second 
meeting of this newly formed Association was 
held on the 11th of April, in St. Luke’s church, 
Charles E. Lex, President, was in the chair, 
The attendance was comparatively small, 
owing to great inclemency in the weather, 
The Rev. S. E. Appleton conducted the devo- 
tional exercises, which consisted of singing, 
reading of the Scriptures, repetition of the 
Creed, and of the General Confession. The 
subject of discussion was, ‘‘ How to Prevent 
the loss of Children between the School and 
the Church.’”’ The Rev. Samuel Clements 
deplored the general difficulty, experienced 
more or less in all fields of Sunday-school 
labor, of retaining the older scholars. It is not 
so hard to retain under religious influences 
those who come from pious homes. But the 
children of merely nominal Christians, church 
members and no more, are harder to retain. 
The carelessness of the home, the lack of in- 
terest in religious things, and the want of re- 
straint are all too quickly taken advantage of 
by the child, and the Sunday-school suffers, 
and the church suffers, after a time, losing the 
child altogether. Where no respect for reli- 
gion is entertained in the home, but irreligion 
and utter worldliness rule, the difficulty as- 
sumes its worst features, and peculiar and 
earnest means must be resorted too, to win 
and hold those who come from such sad sur- 
roundings. The Sunday-school and the church 
are in reality one and the same in their work 
with the children. The Sunday-school is in 
fact the church laboring for the youth and 
little ones under its ward and care. The 
wording of the question was hardly apprecia- 
tive of this inseparable relation between the 
two. What contributes therefore to hold 
scholars to the school and to bless them, would 
contribute also to lead them into the church. 
There is no gap between the two. They are 
only natural steps in one and the same series 
of gradations. Just as naturally as the child 
passes from the infant toa higher class, he 
ought tolook upon his entrance from the school 
into the church. The one leads to the other, 
as the vestibule leads to the audience chamber, 

What are some of the ways of retaining this 
hold upon the young? Asa primary means, 
the Sunday-school must be made a place of 
interest and delight to them. They should 
be made to feel that they have a part in it, 
that they form a part of it, and opportunities 
should be earnestly sought to encourage in 
them this feeling of propriety in the school. 
Then teachers must labor to secure the con- 
version of the heart early. Immediate results 
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should always be sought. Secure the heart 
early, and the questions of after connection 
with the school and the church, will, in most 
eases, never trouble us. 


The speaker pleaded also for sympathy be- 
tween the teacher and scholar as a necessary 
element in interesting and holding youth. He 
thought it would be well if there was a certain 
grade of Bible class for the reception of those 
about 15 years of age. A mistake was some- 
times made in the selection of Bible class 
teachers by seeking for men of standing and 
ability, which were qualities of little conse- 
quence if the teacher had not a full sympathy 
with the class placed under his charge. But few 
men sympathize with boys from 12to 14 years 
of age, and it is difficult to find teachers for 
such. Congeniality and a knowledge of sports 
in favor with boys would prove most desira- 
ble, and could be applied with religious suc- 
eess, when men having but position and intel- 
ligence alone might fail in their attempts. 
There isaturning point in youthfal charac- 
ter, just at the period when the boys are 
leaving Sunday-school, and then is the time 
to manifest something of the compassion of 
our blessed Redeemer. Now is the time when 
we should watch continually for the souls of 
the young. If they have not before been 
brought to Christ, an opportunity is now 
afforded greater, more hopeful, than ever after- 
ward comes in the history of that youth. Let 
teachers by diligent, loving, sympathetic, 
prayerful instruction, labor and toil with un- 
remitting patience and unabating endeavor 
to secure the salvation of these lads and lasses, 
and God will bless them in their work. 

Lewis D. Vail favored a Bible service in 
which old and young should study the Word 
together, and thus the gap be filled up _ be- 
tween youth and age, and the relation of the 
church and the Sunday-school be shown to be 
elose, undivided and unseparated. 


The Rev. Mr. Eccleston said that, irrespec- 
tive of the wording of the subject, the fact was 
a painfully apparent one that school members 
did not always become church members, and 
hence the phraseology used for the subject. 
It was to reach the intermediate class ‘ be- 
tween the Sunday-school and church”’ that was 
the principal object of the organization. He 
thought the difficulty arose from a misunder- 
standing as to the true object of the Sunday- 
school. The pupils were crammed with differ- 
ent studies in certain classes, where the great 
object of leading souls to heaven was lost 
sight of by both parents, teachers and pastors. 
It should be understood that the principal ob- 
ject was the conversion of the children to 
Christ. Let teachers labor by God’s grace to 
effect this and the schools would indeed be 
stepping stones to an enlarged sphere of the 
same life, in the ehurch of Christ. 


The Rev. Mr. Appleton thought that there 
was a gap between the Sunday-school and the 
ehurch. In his church-yard the church was 
in one building and the school in another. 
Between these there was a gap of about four 
feet, and from it every Sunday he lost certain 
of his scholars. But the accessions to the 
church were almost always in large numbers 
from the Sunday-school ranks. Fidelity on 
the part of the teacher in prayer, instruction, 
and the setting of a godly life and example, 
would go far to reach, retain, and bless the 
young, and bring them as a natural conse- 
quence to graduate from the Sunday-school 
into the chureh of Christ. 

Mr. William Welch said it was with pain he 





had investigated the truth of the subject under 
discussion. He said if he could be shown one 
church im ten who retained the boys of the 
working class after a given age, he would go 
a long distance to examine its records. Such 
a state of things should awaken earnest atten- 
tion and care. The same trouble did not exist 
with the girls that there did with the boys in 
being transferred from one class to another, 
and he recounted many instances resulting 
from the mediation of good, pious women. 
Let there be a united concert of prayer to pre- 
vent our youth from going into haunts of 
vice. If the Bible-class system was pursued 
a little more, more good would follow than by 
the course now pursued by many superinten- 
dents, and in this way we could understand 
how this gulf ‘‘ between the church and Sun- 
day-school”’ could be bridged over, and souls 
be brought to Christ. 

Further short addresses were then made by 
Rev. Mr. Saul, George D. Stroud, Esq., and 
others, and the meeting adjourned. 





Albany, N. Y.—The State Street Presbyte- 
rian Sabbath-school, Rev. George C. Heek- 
man, D.D., pastor, held its 9th anniversary, 
Sabbath, P. M., April 10th, 1870. The audi- 
ence was unusually large and attentive; the 
exercises were highly interesting and profit- 


‘able. The music and singing were of more 


than ordinary character and beautifully ren- 
dered. Addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
H. M. Parsons, of Springfield, Mass., and Rev. 
Dr. Beadle, of Philadelphia. Both were good, 
—very good! This school is believed to be the 
largest in the State outside of New York and 
Brooklyn. The Report of the superintendent, 
Archibald McClure, Jr., who has held that 
position for four years past, shows that there 
are now belonging to the school: 

ss ines se a 


Officers, 
Teacher Adult Bible-Class, p 1 
Members ‘“ “ 30 48 
Teachers Main Department, 32 35 67 
Scholars = - 278 868 646 
Teachers Infant fs 3 3 
Scholars se = 108 116 224 
Total, 452 553 —s«1,005 


An increase over last year of 66, and since 1867 
of 370. Average attendance for the year, 575. 
Smallest attendance, October 10th, 1869, 270. 
Largest attendance, April llth, 1869, 849. 
Books in library, 1,046. Number of copies 
of papers distributed, 35,344. Conversions, 30. 

In missionary work the school supports a 
native preacher in China, and contributes to 
sustaining of domestic missions in Minnesota 
and in this city. The city work is under the 
care of Mrs. W. B. Church, a devoted and effi- 
cient missionary, from whose weekly reports 
a few items of interest are taken: 

Number of visits made, 2,315. Number of 
visits made tothe sick, 350. Tracts, books and 
leaflets given, 2,224. Illuminated texts and 
cards given, 1,036. Bibles and Testaments 
given, 13. Child’s papers given, 6,793. Reli- 
gious papers given, 317. Persons induced to 
attend worship, 12. Children induced to at- 
tend school, 76. Letters written, 24. Money 
used, $18.58. 

The Treasurer’s report shows: 


Cash on hand, April 10th, 1869, $4.56 
Received from collections during the year, 1,475.21 





$1,479.77 
Devoted to missionary work, 25. 

Books, papers, printingand binding, 829.34 

Furniture and incidentals, 123.99 1,478.33 

Balance on hand, $1.44 

The school is prosperous and doing a vast 

amount of good. May it so eontinue, with 
Heaven’s blessing. dg. FP. L. 
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-New York and Brooklyn.—The fifty- 
fourth anniversary of the New York Sun- 
day-School Missionary Union, will be held on 
Tuesday the 17th of May. It is always a great 
occasion for the Sunday-schools of the city. To 
the number of nearly 200 these schools will 
assemble in over 30 churches, according toa 
well-arranged programme, and under the 
charge of an efficient committee in each church, 
A uniform order ofexercises will be observed 
at each place of assembling. The hymns to 
be sung have already been issued in the usual 
form—an eight paged tract with words and 
music. The General Committee of Arrange- 
ments, with Theophilus A. Brouwer at their 
head, have perfected the details of their plan, 
and assigned the sub-committees for each place 
of assembling, and issued general regulations 
and special instructions for the conduct of the 
whole occasion. It will be a grand marshall- 
ing of the Sunday-school forces of the city. 
The annual meeting of the society will be held 
at the Collegiate Reformed Dutch church, 
corner 29th Street and 5th Avenue, on the even- 
ing of the same day. Distinguished speakers 
are expected to be present. 

The Brooklyn anniversary, similar in im- 
posing features, and if possible, accompanied 
with even more brilliant demonstrations in 
the way of banners, flags, and procession, and 
embracing a number of outlying associations, 
will be held on the last day of May. The 
programmes are not yet definitely arranged, 
but the occasion will doubtless be celebrated 
on the same grand scale that has marked it in 
years past, 8. 





Obituary.—The town of Madison, Indiana, 
has lost a bright ornament from its Christian 
circles, in the recent death of Mr. Charles 
Barnes, one of the best Sunday-school super- 
intendents and noblest men in the place. He 
was early brought to Christ, and professed 
His name when only twelve years ofage. He 
was in the prime of life, and in the midst of 
an earnest life of useful Christian labor when 
the Master called for him. He loved little 
children, and bent the energies of his soul to 
the work of winning them for Jesus. He sent 
a message to his infant-class, ‘“‘that he was not 
afraid to die,’ and to the whole Sabbath- 
school, “that they should meet him in hea- 
ven.” Lk. H.C: 

ANOTHER Sabbath-school worker has gone 
to his reward. David Hopkins, one of the 
founders of the 1st Presbyterian church, in 
Decatur, Illinois, and elder in the same for 18 
years, and one of the most earnest friends of 
the Sabbath-school cause in the State, peace- 
fully fell asleep in Jesus, on Sabbath evening, 
March 27th, 1870. He was only ill four days. 
He had numbered 64 years. For two years he 
was President of the Wheatland Sunday-school 
Convention, and never seemed more delighted 
than when engaged in the exercises of the 
Sabbath-school. T. Be 





Personal.—The Rey. J. H. Vincent was 
forcibly detained in‘Philadelphia last week by 
his earnest Methodist brethren, while hurrying 
through the city on hisway West. They com- 
pelled him to give one of his rich addresses, A 
delightfully familiar conference they enjoyed, 
in the Rooms of the Methodist Episcopal Book 
Concern. ‘ Brother’ George A. Peltz, editor 
of The Baptist Teacher, was introduced to his 
Methodist brethren, and owned the relation- 


ship with that warmth and sincerity which fel- 
lowship in the Sunday-school work always 


{ draws out in such a pleasant and delightful 


manner, 
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THE LAWS OF DISCURSIVE THOUGHT; BERING A 
TexT-Book of FoRMAL LoGic. By James McCosh, 
LL.D. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. The 
present volume wiil probably take the public 
somewhat by surprise. The extraordinary and 
anintermitted activity of Dr. McCosh, in attending 
to the general executive duties of his office, since 
the day of his accession to the Presidency of the Col- 
lege at Princeton, would seem to have precluded 
for the time all attempts at productive authorship, 
evenon his Own chosen themes, Yet here is an 
original treatise,in ample proportions, and with 
full equipment as a text-book, on confessedly the 
profoundest and most difficult subject of human 
thought; and although doubtless the materials of 
the book were in existence, as the outgrowth of 
Professorial labors at Belfast, yet the book itself, in 
its form and structure, bears evidence of fresh 
work on American soil. Dr. McCosh has been 
thinking and writing, as well as making speeches 
and collecting money, since he has been President, 
The Logic now presented to the public is nota 
mere reproduction of the old science under new 
forms, but gives the results of the author’s own in- 
dependent inquiries. For sale by Alfred Martien, 
Philadelphia, 

THE BAZAR Book oF DECORUM. New York: Har- 
per & Brothers. Ina very neat and tasteful form, 
the publishers have thrown together a number of 
articles which originally appeared in Harper’s Ba- 
gar, adding much more matter that is original, and 
making altogether a very presentable book, The 
directions in it relate to manners, etiquette, cere- 
monials and the care of the person, treating these 
subjects in their proper connection with health, 
morals and good taste. We donot think a great deal 
of such books as “‘guides.”’ A truly unselfish spirit 
will find little need for books of etiquette to teach 
the requirements of right society. Rules of eti- 
quette, however, form only part of the design of 
the work. Asa book of suggestions, wise and sen- 
sible,on many points of daily recurring interest, 
it is fitted to be largely useful, and exceedingly in- 
structive. 


GRACE AGUILAR’S WoRKsS. A New Edition. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co. The first volume of 
a handsome edition of the works of this polished 
writer has just been issued by the Appletons. Grace 
Aguilar was an English-born lady of Jewish de- 
scent, her father having fled from persecutions in 
Spain and settled in England in the early part of 
the present century. His daughter was all her 
brief life an invalid, but her mind was peculiarly 
active and brilliant. Her writings are full of soul 
and sentiment, and may be classed with Maria 
Edgeworth’s for earnestness of moral purpose, pu- 
rity of sentiment, richness of imagination, and 
high polish and beauty. To teach true and good 
life-lessons is the aim of them all. The volume be- 
fore usis atale for mothers and daughters, and 
abounds in sterling truths, presented in captiva- 
ting and impressivedress. Its title is “Home Influ- 
ence.” Theseries will be unusually valuable. We 
are glad the publishers are reviving such pure, 
wholesome and elevating reading tor the home 
eircle. They are giving a very handsome exterior 
to the volumes. : 

LIBRARY OF EDUCATION. 5 vols., 32mo, paper. 
New York: J. W. Schermerhorn & Co. In exceed- 
ingly cheap form, and available for constant use 
and reference, the publishers have begun in this 
“Library” an unmistakably valuable thing, for 
which teachers and educators generally will be 
thankful, The series willembrace standard edi- 
tions of the works of educational writers of all 
eeuntries, selecting the most eminent and practi- 
eal of them all. Five volumes have already been 
issued, with selections from such authors as Locke, 
Milton, Mann, Mill, Carlyle and Froude. Volume 
5is Part I. of a review of the Bible and Public 
school question. The series will be extended as 
the public may favor and call for it. A similar 
plan of publication has met with great success in 
France, the best products of great minds having 
thus been brought within the reach of the poorest. 
Each volume is uniform in size and style, bound 
in paper, rather coarse in material, to be sure, but 
printed with elear, plain type, and very desirable 





for all who wish for the thought and substan©®® 
and not mere fine appearance. The series will be 
sure to be appreciated when once seen, and we 
shall be greatly mistaken if it does not become as 
popular an undertaking as it is a praiseworthy 
one, 

BILL Drock’s INVESTMENT. By Mary Dwinell 
Chellis. Boston: Henry A. Young & Co. This vo- 
lume begins a “Standard Series” of Temperance 
Tales, which we hope will be found to be worthy of 
the good cause. We look for greater power, how- 
ever, in the future stories, if the series is justly to 
lay claim to the title of “standard.” This firststory 
is fairly good, but not impressive enough of the les- 
son it would teach. It has interest, but the plotis 
too slender, the incidents travel too much in a 
circle, become monotonous, and have not enough of 
stirring, living realityinthem. It is by no means 
equal to ‘The Temperance Doctor,” by the same 
author,—which, however, it must in candor be said, 
is one of the best juvenile temperance stories of the 
day. Forall that, there are some whom this story 
will reach and impress, and we would not hinder 
its mission. 

THE ISLAND HoME; or, The Illuminated Text. 
Boston: Congregational Sabbath-Schooland Publish- 
tng Society. ‘‘The illuminated text” around which 


the moral purpose and religious teachings of this ; 


story cluster, tells of the victory through Jesus 
Christ, by which only the evils of an impatient and 
irritable tempercan’beovercome. Thestory which 
teaches this good lesson ‘s written in an uncom- 
monly interesting style. There is incident and ad- 
venture enough in it to make it very captivating to 
young readers, and in spite of some blemishes, 
such as the introduction of a few slang phrases, will 
do good,and prove very popular with the young. 
The scene is laid on a Southern island, near Savan- 
nah, and gives some glimpses of plantation life 
among the freedmen. 

FRANK MULLER. A Tale for Boys. pp. 463. By 
Thomas D. Suplee. Philadelphia: Presbyterian 
Publication Committee. Taken as a whole, this is a 
good, stirring story. It has some improbable 
touches in it, and certainly describes a remarkable, 
not to say overdrawn, character. A youth so uni- 
formly conscientious, thoughtful for others, and @ 
young manhood so noble and virtuous, are cer- 
tainly well as models. But when we combine with 
these a genius and talent of the highest order, there 
is danger of an appearance of exaggeration destruc- 
tive to the influence of the story. Yet the author 
tells us that the events narrated are in the main 
true, and find a counterpart in the life of one of our 
earlier statesmen. We must therefore commend 
it for the good lessons it conveys, the example it 
holds up, and the absorbing interest which it car- 
ries with it from beginning toend. It is suitable 
for the Sunday-school library. 

THE LIFE OF OUR LORD: The Close of the Minis- 
try. By the Rev. Wm. Hanna, D.D., LL.D. New 
York: Robert Carter & Brothers. The third volume 
of Dr. Hanna’s Life of Christ is issued. It brings 
thestory of our Lord’s career down to that last week 
of suffering, when the miracles and journeyings 


of his active ministry were over, and he went up to | 
The story is drawn with a dra- | 
matic power rarely excelled. It is a positive help , 


Jerusalem to die. 


to our fuller and clearer realizatien of the blessed 
life. Three volumes yet remain to complete the 


work. 
CuiAupIA. A Tale. By A. L. O. E. New York: 


Thomas Nelson & Sons. In this story, the authoress 
has depicted the character of a young lady of rare 
talent and superior education, who was led into 
grievous error and wrong bya false pride which 


did not allow her to see the deceitfulness of her ' 
own heart. The author never writes without abi- | 


lity, and the present story has valuable points, but 
on the whole it appears to us by no means equal to 
her usual efforts. 

LINSIDE FARM. By Mrs. J.F. Moore, Boston: 
Henry Hoyt. The story of a boy who was left an 
orphan at the age of fifteen, and was bound out, 
first toa farmer, and afterwards toa grocer, until 
the age of twenty-one. The object of the story is 
to show some of the trials incident to such a con- 
dition of life, and especially to teach the duty and 
value of sterling honesty. It is an excellent book 
to put into the hands of boys. 

Gop 1s Love. New York: Robert Carter & Bro- 
thers. Anorderly and methodical essay, divided 
into twelve chapters, displaying from the Scrip- 





tures the evidences of the wonderful love of the 
Heavenly Father for his people, This American re- 
print is from the ninth London edition, which, ina 
work of such a nature, isa clear proof of more than 
usual merit. The book is one full of consolation to 
the afflicted, and is well suited to bring comfort 
and assurance to Christians under all circum- 
stances. 

MoTHER’s PEARL SERIES. 8 volumes, ina box. 
Boston: American Traet Society. Stories for very 
little readers, written with an intimate acquaint- 
ance of ehiid-character and wants, Their titles are 
“Mother’s Pearl,” “Little Happy Heart,” and 
“Two Grand-daughters.” The last named presenta 
a pretty picture of life at a dear old grandfather's 
farm, and of the wise instructions which come so 
beautifully from the lips of aged Christians. 


EASTER Eaas. From the German. Philadelphia; 
Reformed Church Publication Board. A pretty story 
for children, written for the Easter-time, and plea- 
santly conveying instructi n concerning this 
church festival. 

THE CRUMBLING PATH. Philadelphia: American 
Sunday-Schoot Union. A little allegory, teaching 
the importance of making a religious improve- 
ment of the morning hoursof life. It would be 
useful as a gift from a teacher to thescholars in his 
class. 


FRITZ; or, Filial Obedience, Philadelphia: 
Inutheran Board of Publication. A story from the 
German, exhibiting some of the rewards which 
come from filial love and obedience, It doeg 
not teach the lesson very strongly, however, for 
American readers. 

BANVARD’S LITTLE PILGRIM SERIES. No. 2, Bos- 
ton: Henry A. Young & Oo. A little tract manual 
for parents and teachers of infant-classes, contain- 
ing twelve short, simple lessons, in the form of 
question and answer. It is designed for home as 
well as Sunday-school use, 

THE PARADISE OF CHILDHOOD: A Manual for 
self-Instruction in Frederich Froebel’s Educa- 
tional Principles, and a Practical Guide to Kinder- 
Gartners. By Edward Wiebe. With 74 plates of 
illustrations. Springfield, Mass.: Milton Bradley 
& Company. More and more attention is being 
turned every year tothe right education of chil 
dren, in our favored country. The Kinder-Garten 
plan of culture has attracted an especial amount of 
attention, and is becoming more and more a favor- 
ite with educators as its principles and products 
are understood and witnessed. The manual before 
us is acomplete guide and key to the system, as 
originated and developed by its founder in Ger- 
many,and kis followers in France and England, 
The lectures of Miss Peabody, of Cambridge, Masa. 
and the establishment of Kinder-Garten schools in 
several of our cities, have awakened inquiry, and 
in some localities considerable enthusiasm, which 
we could wish might broaden and deepen intoa 
popular sentiment, and a practical application as 
part of our American educational system. In the 
meanwhile, we commend primary and infant-class 
teachers to procure the manual and investigate the 
system, or at least, as a first step, to send to the 
publishers for their descriptive circular. The work 
is to be issued in four parts, two of which are now 
ready. P 

A BrRavs LADY. By the author of ‘‘ John Hali- 
fax, Gentleman.” New York: Harper & Brothera. 
A new work of fiction by one of the ablest of living 
writers in that department of letters. 

LITTELL’s LivinG AGE. Nos. 1349, 1350. Boston: 
Littell & Gay. One hundred full and substantial 
volumes have been published since the beginning 
of this sterling old magazine. One may imagine 
what a storehouse of letters these volumes are, 
They constitute a library in themselves. Publish- 
ed every week, at $8 a year. 

AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL MONTHLY. February, 
March and April. New York: J. W. Schermerhorn 
& Co. A most useful journal for teachers and all 
whoare engaged in training the young. $1.50a year, 

{TuHE Hus; a Boston journal, not about Boston, 
but representing the interests of wheelrighting, 
and of the carriage and car shop. It is published 
monthly by Valentine & Co., and beautifully print- 
ed and got up by the Riverside Press, Cambridge. 

Our ScHoot-Day Visrror. April, Philadelphte: 
Deughaday & Beeker. Iiustrated. For Young Peo- 
ple. $1.25 a year. 





270 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








Advertising Department. 





Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
It is our purpose and determination not to admit into 
tt anything of an objectionable character, under any 
circumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 























ARMONY 
band 


CLARE'S 
New Harmony tue Gospels, 


In ENGLISH; 


WiTH AN 


INTRODUSTION BY DR. CONANT. 


The Best, Fullest, and 
Cheapest extant. 
—-+>- —_— 

‘*‘As the Parisian sculptor chisels his statue by 
the aid of many photographs taken from different 
sides of his subject, we are to construct from 
the four pictures of the Evangelists, the solid 
and symmetrical life of Christ."—Avueustus H. 
SrRone. 
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Copies seni by mail, postage paid, on 
receipt of the price, $1.50. 





5 A DADO OSADSSALAAAASASAASDASSOSOAEA DSA 44446 4644 


Torre rereT eevee ve Cee eee ewe 

















VALUABLE NEW BOOKS. 


STUDIES IN BIBLE LANDS. By Rev. W, 
L. GAGE. Seventy-two engravings. Price, $2.00. 
Extra binding and paper, $2.50. A choice descriptive 
work on the bistory and localities of Palestine and 
the East. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL COMMENTARY— 
GOSPELS AND Acts. By Rev. I. P. WARREN. Over 
fifty maps and cuts. Price, $1.75. ‘“ An admirably 
contrived apparatus for facilitating the study of 
the Scriptures.”—Am. Presbyterian. 


&@-Sent post-paid on receipt of price. Send for 
eur catalogue of Sunday-School Books. 


WARREN & BLAKESLEE, 


164 Tremont Street, Boston. 


NEW TESTAMENT 
HISTORY. 


BY WILLIAM SMITH, LL. D., 
Author of the Large Bible Dictionary. 








A very valuable help for Sunday-school teachers 
is this New Testament History, covering as it does 
the whole ground of inquiry relative to the subject, 
and abounding in illustrations, maps, tables, charts, 

otes, indexes, &c., &c. The work is divided into 
three parts. First, an introduction, embracing the 
interval between the Old and New Testament pe- 
riods; Second, the Evangelists’ histories, harmo- 
nized and chronologically related; and Third, the 
Apostolic history, epistles, journeys, labors and 
triumphs, 

The volume is a desirable prize for any student 
efthe Bible. 780 Pages. $2; by Mail, $2,32. 





EXCELLENT BOOKS 


FOR 


Sabbath-School Libraries. 


With Beautiful Dlustrations. 





Better than Rubies; or, Mabel’s Treasure. 
By Emma F.R.Campbell. $1.25 
John and the Demijohn. 1.50 
Culm Rock. 1.50 
Barbara St. John. 
By B. B. Chamberlain. 1.25 
After Years. 1.50 
Tip Lewis and his Lamp. 1.50 
John Brett’s Household. 
By Mrs. C. E, Kelly Davis. -80 
Old Sunapee. 1.50 
Nanny Davenport. 1.50 
Grace Mansfield’s Experiment. 
By Mrs. N. K. Dunning. -80 
The Old Manor House. 1.50 
Charley Wheeler’s Reward. 1.25 
Friday Lowe. 
By Mrs. C. E. Kelly Davis. 1.25 


Stories from Life. 1.25 
Sequel to Stories from Life. 1.15 
Heavenward—Earthward. 

‘ By H. B. McKeever. 1.25 
The Gold Bracelets. 1.15 
First Glass of Wine. .50 


One Hundred Gold Dollars. 
By Mrs. J. E. McConaughy. -90 
The Violet. 50 
Robin the Runner. .50 
Stella Ashton; or, Conquered Faults. 
By Mrs. C. Y. Barlow. -90 


Three Christmas Days. .40 
Veil Lifted. 1.15 


Titman Loring; or, Minister or Merchant. 

By Rev. J. K. Nutting. .90 
Captain Charley. 75 
Jenny’s Geranium. .90 


Besides our own publications, we have more 
than Hight Hundred of the choicest and best vo- 
lumes for Sunday-school libraries, carefully se- 
lected by us from the principal publishing houses 
of this country, which we are prepared to furnish 
on such terms as cannot fail to besatisfactory. A 
Descriptive Catalogue of our own publications, 
with full information, cheerfully furnished, on ap- 
plication, either personally or by mail. 


ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


SEND FOR SAMPLES 
OF THE FOLLOWING 


BEAUTIFUL MONTIHLIES FOR THE LITTLE FOLKS: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD'S WORLD. 


By using either one or all of these papers, we can 
supply a school, one, two, three, or four times a 
month. 

Neither of the papers is of a denominational 
character, and therefore they are acceptable to any 
Sunday-school. 

To accommodate schools that do not wish to make 
a yearly payment in advance, subscriptions will be 
received by us for six mon ths, at balf the annual 
rates. Specimens, with terms, sent post-paid, on 
receipt of a stainp,and subscriptions received by us, 
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MARCY’S SCIOPTICON 





Is an improved form of MAGIC LANTERN, 
combined with a coal-oil lamp of peculiar con» 
struction, which gives an intense light. All who 
have become acquainted with this new instrument 
see in it the accomplishment of what has long. been 
desired by those who appreciate the value of visi- 
ble illustrations, as a means of imparting instrue- 
tion and of affording rational amusement. 
For circular and particulars, apply to 


L. J. MARCY, Manufacturer, 
632 ARCH STREET, Philadelphia. 





EVERY SCHOOL SHOULD HAVE IT. 


A MAP OF PALESTINE 
AND OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA. 


By Osborn & Coleman. 
SIZE,6BY9FEET. $15, 





This magnificent mapis the result of the com- 
bined labors of these two thorough Biblical scholars, 
who both made careful examinations and surveys 
while sojourning in Palestine. Added to this per- 
sonal knowledge, the most eminent authors, botia 
of our own country and Europe, have been con 
sulted in the preparation of the work, and no pains 
have been spared torender this the most valuable 
map of the Holy Land ever published in any age or 
country. 


I use it constantly in my lectures. It is the best 
large map I ever saw, and I wish every church and 
Sabbath-school] had one.—Jtev, Theo. L. Cuyler, D. D, 

I do heartily recommend it to all who are inter 
ested instudying the geography and topograph 
both ancient and modern, of Palestine.—Rev. J. 
Durbin, D. D. 


The authors have wrought a good work. The 
blessed Book will be the sooner and the better un- 
derstood by the race for whom it was written be- 
cause of their labors.—Rev. Hdw. N. Kirk, D. D. 

The map would bea valuable acquisition in any 
Christian family, but no college, academy or Sab- 
bath-school should be without it.—Rev. Wm. G 
Cattell, D. D. 


Happy the Bible student, happy the Sunday- 
school, possessing it! Iam not only pleased, Iam 
delighted with it, in all respects whatever.—Ren 
Henry C. Fish, D. D. 

Iam convinced that in minuteness, accuracy and 
topographical detail it is the best work extgnt.— 
kel. Rev. Wm, Bacon Stevens, D. D. 

By the boldness and clearness of its outlines and 
divisions, the distinctness of its lettering, and the 
fulness and accuracy of its details, your wall map is 
eminently adapted tor instructing schools and large 
assemblies. I have used it with much satisfaction,— 
Rev. J. P. Thompson, D. D. 

I regard the Map as a most valuable one, and 
heartily recommend it to all who desire a know- 


ledge of the country it represents.—Rev. Joseph 
Cummings, D. D. 


A prospectus describing in detail this valuable 
Map will be sent to any address if requested. 





EXAMINE THIS 
CHEAP HYMMU-BOOK. 
‘A Few Notes from Songs of Gladness,” 


Is the title of «small collection of fifteen beautifull 
Hymns, with Music, for Sabbath-schools recently 
published. It contains some delightful pieces for 
Anniversaries, Monthly Concerts and other similar 
occasions. $3 per hundred; 40 cents per dozen. At 
these rates they will be sent by mail, post-paid. 
Sample on receipt of stamp for postage. 


BLACKBOARD MANUAL. 


By SIEGFRIED & CLARK, 


This is acknowledged the best work on the sut- 
ject of Visible Illustrations of Bible Themes. It 
has been issued as a serial during 1869 in six 
consecntive numbers, They are now bound neatly 
in cloth for $1.50; by mail $1.62. A sample number 
in the serial form by mail for 25 centa, 
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eh Lesson List for 1870. 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are appearing in our columns 
this year, would do well to provide their entire 
membership with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1870, 


which can be obtained at 25 cts. per 100 copies, post- 
paid, by addressing the Publishers of this paper. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


L—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
IL.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

36 Cents Per Dozen. 
Ill.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 

36 Cents Per Dozen, 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
vV.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 











VL—PRECIOUS JEWELS. . 
24 Cents Per Dozen. 
VII.—THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 
VIII.—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 


IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 
36 Cents Per Dozen. 


X.—THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


XI.—_THE COMMANDS OF OUR SAVIOUR, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


XII.—CHRISTIANA AND HER CHILDREN, 
96 Cents Per Dozen. 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
lunparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the twelve sent to any one by 
mail on receipt of 52 cents. 


PIANOS, (435 Broome 8t., New York. ]ORGANS, 
~ C. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


Wecan farnish new seven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
hew Cavinet Organs, from $45 to $1.000. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


s se 

Burdett Combination Organ 
(with Carpenter and Burdett’s new improve 
ments), Which we challenge the world to equal. 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our new scale, medium-sized 7 
eclave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 
prices for cash. Sold on installmeuts, or rented. 
rice-lists sent to any address, 








GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAYSCEOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance for acertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 
“Search the Scriptures: for in them ye think ye 

have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Giut, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 
2% Samples of either style sent post-paid for 6 


Graded Question Paper. 


Issued for Every Week. 





The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
company the Lessons which are appearing in The 
Sunday-School Times this year, are furnished on the 
following terms 


Subscriptionsin Advance. 
100 copies, from April 3d to the close of the year, $7.50 
“ oe “ “ 


50 ve 8.75 
25 “ “ “ “ “ 1.88 
10 “« “ “ “ cy 75¢c 





Try them! Try them!! 


100 copies, three months, on trial, - - $2.50 
650 ty ee “ e @ e 1.25 
25 “ a“ “ é ‘ * 65c 
10 “ “ “ e ‘ e 30c 


No subscriptions received for less than 10 copies. 
Samples sent to any address on receipt of a stamp 
for postage, 





Just Published. 


A New Graded Question Book on Prayer, 
in two parts. 





This treatise on prayer, stands alone in the al- 
most endless variety of Question Books before the 
pubiic; the importance and solemnity of the theme 
discussed,the clear and Scriptural manner in which 
the subject is unfolded, its convincing itlustrations, 
and the lessons of practical duty taught in its 
pages, all conspire to give this new text book for 
Sunday-schooils, a decided pre-eminence over any 
other work in the market. Price, 15 cents. 


HENRY HOYT. 
No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 





SILICATED BLACKBOARDS, 





We have recently added to our varied stock of 
useful appliances for Sunday-school purposes, the 
Silicate Surface Blackboards, on Bristol Card and 
Heavy Paper. We consider this surface a very su- 
perior article, and commend its use after a practi- 
cal test of its valuable qualities. It is put upin 
different forms, as follows: 


STIFF BRISTOL CARD, 


with both surfaces finished, and eyelets in the edge 
to hang upon the wall, 


No. 1.—2 by 8 feet (12 square feet of surface), $2.00 

No.2.—83 by 8feet(18 “ * * ), 38.00 

No. 3.——3 by 4feet(24 ‘“* “ . ), 4.00 
FOLDING STIFF BRISTOL CARD. 


No. 4.——One Fold (12 square feet of surface), $2.50 
‘ “ “oo 


No. 5.—Two Folds (12 ‘ ) 275 
No. 6.——One Fold (18 “ * - ), 3.50 
No.7.—TwoFolds(ig “ “ a ) 8.75 
No. 9.—Two Folds (27 - . ), 5.50 
No. 10.—Two Folds(36 “ “ ° ), 7.00 


BLACKBOARD PAPER. 

This is put up in rolls, 3 feet wide, and may be 
purchased at the rate of 12 cts. a square foot. 
Map Form, with moulding at top, Heavy Paper, 

(183 square feet of surface), - - - - 
The Map Form is very convenient and inexpen- 
sive. 





ON TRIAL, FOR 50 CENTS. 


Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Sunday-School Times should visit their teachers 
until they become acquainted with the paper; as- 
sured that they will soon realize thatan annual 
subscription is a good investment of 3 cents a week, 
We will send the paper FouR MONTHS on trial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
copy. Surely in no other way could teachers be so 





eents beyond the dozen rate price. 


PATENT 
Portable Book-Case. 


Convenient, Cheap, Ornamental. 





ioe ADMIRABLE INVENTION is just the 

thing for Clergymen, Students, Professional 
Men and others who have to move from place to 
place and carry their books with them. In size it 
is 4 feet wide and 744 feet high, surmounted by an 
ornamental scroll, and containing 8 shelves, capa- 
ble of holding 250 volumes of the ordinary size, 
The sides of the case are in two pieces, hinged to- 
gether so that they can be folded to be packed. 
They as well as the mouldings on the front of each 
shelf, are of black walnut, and when the case is 
taken apart on moving day, the shelves are 80 ar- 
ranged that they form boxes for packing the books. 
Price $18. 





NEW SERIES 


OILED FEATHER 
BOOKS. 


JUST PUBLISHED BY THE 


American Sunday'School Union. 


REPORTS AND THE MISCHIEFS THEY DO. 
18mo, 5, 15 and 22 cents. 

ON LOOKING SEEDY. 18mo, 5, 17 and 22 cents, 

WE VERSUS I. 10, Mand 2 cents. 

THE EXPERIENCES OF A CHURCH PLATE 
10, 20 and 25 cents. 

BORN WITH A SILVER SPOON IN HIS MOUTH. 
10, 20 and 25 cents, 

For sale at the Depository of the 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 





LIBRARIANS: 


You will save time, labor and books, by using 
RAY’S 

B® “reck Syste™ i ‘i 
LIBRARY REGISTER 3 


And Cards, by means of which nearly 1,000,000 
books are now distributed. Send for circular 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 








yy 


















This is a very convenientarrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for: 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. Aftera choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class. 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 


The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of nostage. Sample in this way for 20 cents, 


TEACHER’S CLASS-BOOK : 


IMPROVED. 
PRICE 15 CENTS. 


This form of Class-Book for the use of Sabbath- 
school teachers ———. combines the Se. 
possessed by all others, On the open page are blanks 
for recording the name of every scholar, and for 
each week his attendance, lesson, behaviour, con- 
tribution, and the number of library book, Fither 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 








greatly benefltted withso smallan outlay of m oney, 


form an interesting record. By mail 19 cents, 
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Rey. A.B. Morse 


N 
wo 
N 
my 


272 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








“BRIGHT JEWELS” 


is unquestionably the best and most useful collec- 
tion of New Sunday-School —— now offered. 
Containing not only the last unpublished compo- 
sitions of the late 


WM. B. BRADBURY, 


but also new material by the Editor, Rev. ROBERT 
Lowry. Though we do not claim that the “mantle 
of Mr. BRADBURY has fallen upon him,” yet it is 
undeniable that Mr. Lowry, author of “ Beautiful 
River,” “Shall we know each other there?” &c., i 
now the most popular writer of Sunday-Schoo 
Music in this country. 


‘““BRICHT JEWELS” 


has already reached the large sale of 


185,000 Copies 


in a few months, which is all the evidence we need 
offer as to its popularity. 


GOLDEN CHAIN, GOLDEN SHOWSBR, GOLDEN 
CENSER and FRESH LAURELS were acknow- 
ledged the world over to be the best Sunday-School 
Song Books ever published, and BRIGHT JEWELS 
is fully equal to either. Remember that they are sold 
e the low price of $30 per 100 copies, in Board 

vers, 


“BRIGHT JEWELS” 


is not only the best, but the cheapest. A “speci- 
al copy of either of the above sent on receipt of 
cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, New York, 


Successors to Wm. B. BRADBURY.) 


Graded Guestion-Hooks. 








The following Graduated Text-Books are intend- 
ed to be used by the different classes in "any Sab- 
bath-school. They have been carefully prepared, 
with a view of meeting the varied capacities of the 

ifferent scholars; so that a uniform lesson may be 

wed for the entire school: 


GREAT DUTIES 


TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Children. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


GREAT TRUTHS 


OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST-SERIES—For Juvenile Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


HEROES OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Infant Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Children. 
THIRD SERIES—For Youth. 
FOURTH SERIES—For Adults. 


CHRIST'S SERMON ON THE MOUNT, 


Volume I.—For Little Children. 
Volume II.—For Youth. 
Volume III.—For Adults. 














Price, $15 per 100 Copies. 
By mail, $2.08 per Dozen Copies. 
Sample copy for examination, 19 cents. 


B@-EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders. It will last from year toyear, Price by 
mail, $1. 





Something New. 





AN ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF WALL TEXTS 
has recently been printed in bold letters, so plain 
that any child familiar with the alphabet can read 
them. Although very distinct, they are highly or- 
namental, and their cheapness will secure an in- 
troduction into many schools where the elabo- 
rately finished lithograph texts are considered too 
expensive. They are printed in colors, on heavy 
paper, 16 by 21 inches in size. 


The Texts are as follows: 


1.—‘‘ Stand up for Jesus.”’ 
2.—‘* We would see Jesus.”’ 
3.—‘* Ye Must be Born Again.” 
4.—* Now is the Accepted Time,” 
5.—" Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me,” 
6.—‘* Search the Scriptures.” 
7.—‘*Come unto Me all ye that Labor and are 
heavy Laden and I will give you Rest.” 
8.—‘*‘ Remember thy Creatorin the Days of thy 
Youth.” 
9.—"*God Bless our Sunday-School.”’ 
10.—‘* Feed My Lambs,”’ 
11.—“* Come to Jesus,” 
12.—"* Hope Thou in God.” 
18.—‘* Jesus the Only Saviour.’ 
14.—“ Live for Jesus.” 
15.—“* Come Unto Me,” 
16.—"I will give you Rest,” 
17.—“‘ Jesus Lives.” 





aa If twelve texts are ordered at one time, they 
will be sent by mail for $1.75; the entire seventeen 
for $2.50. Single copies, 20 cts. 





Send for Specimens. 


MUSIC BOOKS 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 





Arrangements have been made with the different 
Publishers by which we are enabled to furnish, at 
their prices, in large or small quantities, the follow- 
ing Music Books. The prices by the hundred copies 
in board covers, are designated by the figures oppo- 
site each name. 


NOTES OF JOY, 300. 
ECHO TO HAPPY VOICES, 30c. 
BRIGHT JEWELS, 300. 
SONGS OF GLADNESS, 30c. 
NEW STANDARD SINGER, 400. 
'PHE CASKET COMPLETE, 350. 
FRESH LEAVES, 30c. 
CHAPEL GEMS, 30c. 
SABBATH-SONGS, 35c. 
THE SILVER SPRAY, 30c. 
SABBATH CAROLS, 30. 
FRESH LAURELS, 30¢e. 
SINGING PILGRIM; 35e.' 
CHAPEL MELODIES, 40c. 
TEMPERANCE CHIMES, 30c, 
GOLDENPROMISE, 25c. 
THE CASKET, 300, 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL BANNER, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN CHAIN, 300. 
NEW GOLDEN TRIO, 75c. 
CHILDREN’S PRAISE, 35c. 
MUSICAL LEAVES, 30c. 
HAPPY VOIOES, 35c. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL HOSANNA, 30c. 
PILGRIM AND LEAVES, 650. 
NEW GOLDEN SHOWER, 30c. 
SABBATH CHIMES, 30c. 
GOLDEN CENSER, 3c. 
SWEET SINGER, 300. 
THE DIADEM, 80c. 
CLARIONA, 50c. 


See Orders for any of the above publications re- 
spectfully solicited, Samples by mail, with expense 





of postage added, 





NEW EDITION. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL 
INDEX. 


BY R. G. PARDEE, A. M., 


With an accurate steel-plate portrait and an inte- 
resting biographical sketch of the author. Thig 
valuable work, which has had the largest sale of 
any volume of its character in so short a time after 
its publication; contains the History and Progress 
of Sunday-Schools, with Approved Modes of In- 
struction, Examples in Illustrative, Pictorial and 
Object-Teaching; also, the Use of the Blackboard, 
Management of Infant-Classes, Teachers’ Meetings, 
Conventions, Institutes, etc., etc. It is a book that 
should be within reach of every superintendent 
and teacher in the land, asit plain and practical, 
and a standard authority on the subjects to which 
it refers. Price, $1.25. 


FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 








Per doz. 
A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - = - 


A Message from the Border-Land, - 

A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 

God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 
Scholar, - - - - - ae 

Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - - 

The Teacher’s Crown, - eee fic. a 


4a On receipt of 30 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address, 


$32 2? 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 
Single numbers, 5 cents. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Constdering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, tt is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 


“Ve subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copiea 
are taken. 

/Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Wigures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums wil 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 


Wm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 








